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The HONORARY MINISTER: Unfor-
tunately I have not that information with
me. Since the line has heen closed, a re-
quest has been received to trausport some
low grade ore secured by prospectors, but
in view of the low rate obtaining and the
cost of pufting the line in proper repair,
the request could not he acceded to. The
Commissioner is not prepared to allow
irains to run over this line without the ex-
penditure of thousands of pounds te bring
it up to standard, which would be an abso-
lute waste of money. No member desires
to bave railway lines removed, but members
generally will agree when I say it would
be a calamity——

Hon, H. Seddon: Why do you not include
other railways that are not paying?

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no necessity to do so at present, We are
dealing with those about the non-utility of
which we are convinced.

Hon. H. Seddon: What about the Sand-
stone railway?

The HONQRARY MINISTER: I know
nothing about if.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It does not pay for
axle grease.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In re-
gard to this Lakeside line, I with other
members of the House do not desire to have
railways removed if they are of any value
at all to the community, but I think mem-
bers will agree when I say that it wouid be
nothing short of a calamity to inveolve the
tate in the expenditure of many thousands
of pounds solely for the purpose of earning
the little revenue that would be available if
trains were ron over these lines. It wounld
also be equally disastrous to allow the rails
1o rot away for the sake of mere sentiment.

Hon. B. H. Harris: You have nof in-
cluded the Bunbury line. Are you relain-
ing that for sentimental reasons?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
imperative that economy should be prae-
tised and for that reasen the Bill has been
introdnced. The rails that will be obtained
from the Kanowna line will be used again,
whilst those on the White Hope line may
also he used again for sidings, or may be
sold. T commend the Bill to the House and
hope that it will be passed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a2 second time.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate
adjourned.

House adjnurned at 5.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—LEPERS, BROOME HOSPI-
TAL ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister re-
presenting the Chief Secretary: In view of
the necessity for hospital accommodation
for leper and suspected leper cases in the
Broome district, will he consider the build-
ing of an isolation ward at the Broome hos-
pital immediately?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: It is not advisable {o make pro-
vigion for permanently retaining leper
cases at Broome. Such eases are trans-
ferred to the lazaret at Cossack as early
as possible affer diagnosis.

QUESTION—TIMBER ROYALTIES,
GROUP SETTLEMENTS.

Mr. BARNARD asked the Premier: 1,
Will he inform the House what amount of
money has been collected in royalties from
timber eut on group settlement locations be-
tween Busselton and Augusta? 2, To what
purpose, or purposes, has such money been
devoted§

The PREMI¥R replied: 1, The permits
granted covered both Crown landg and lands
under the Group Settlement Department.
From these permits the amount of £68,647
16s. 4d. was collected in royalties. 2, Of
that sum £44,076 8s. 24. was eredited to
Forests Department revenue, and £24571
8s. 2d. to group settlement expenditure.

LEAVE OF ABSENOCE.

On motion by Mr. Panton, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks sranted to the member
for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) and the mem-
ber for Collie (Mr. Wilson) on the ground
of ill-health.
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BILL—FEEDING STUITS.

Read a third time and transmiited to the
Couneil,

BILLS (2)—REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES.

1, City of Perth Superanncation Fund.
2, Dog Act Amendment,
Adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

Message from the Governor received and
read transmitting the Annual Estimates of
Revenne and Expenditure for the financial
year 1928-29, and recommending appropria-
tion,

Committee of Supply.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
{(Hon. P. Collier—Bounlder) ([4.36]: T
move—-

That the House resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the whole to congider the Estimates

of Revenue and Expenditure for the year end-
ing the 30th June, 1929.

Waterside workers’ dispute.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.37]: Before we carry this motion,
I should like to speak about obe or two
very important matters that ought to receive
the attention of this House. One is the
trouble that has been precipitated at the
waterside. T do not propose to discuss Fed-
eral Acts that have been passed recenily.
We are not called upon to approve or dis-
approve of any Acts passed by the Federal
Parliament, but we are all expected to up-
hold the law of the land, be the law State
or Federal. I hope to-day that we shall
get from the Premier a little information
sbout the present position. It is our duty
to see that the Iaw of the land is respected,
and T should like to point out that the
people who have most need of protection
under the laws of the State arve the very
people that arbitration was intended to
benefit. The waterside workers, as well as
other unionists throughout Western Austra-
lia, should remember that almost every-
thing they have reeeived has come to them
as a result of arbitration, I hope arbitra-
tion will always be the law of the land, 1
say that hecaunse I believe it is necessary for
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the protection of the worker, I dare say
there are other people who could do without
arbitration, and there are some who would
like to be in that position. I am not one
of them. So I think it is our duty to en-
courage all sections of the people to obey
the law. I suppose it is within the know-
ledge of every member of the House that
recently what is known as the Beeby award
was issued. It is the only award existing
to-day to cover work at the waterside, and
if any work is done at our ports it must be
under the provisions of that award, While
I know from the cirecular that has been
issued by Mr. Fox—it is called “The Case
for the Waterside Workers”"—that the
lumpers fake exeeption io some provisions
of the award, I suppose trouble will always
be experienced in connection with arbifra-
tion matters when wages are reduced in any
degree, and when conditions are made a
little less favourable to the men than they
were formerly, We must slways realise
that such variations will eause more trouble
than anything else in connection with arbi-
fration. If a measure is placed upon the
statute-book of Australia, then I econsider
it is the duty of evervone to obey it. Most
assuredly, if any of the provisions of an
award are wrong, they shonld be rectified
in a constitutional way. No one has the
right to take the law into his own hande
We know the far-reaching effect of these
disturbances. In Sydney, the men ore
working and I understand that in Adelaide
they are working, foo. The same applies
to the position in Melhourne, although I
confess it is a little difficnlt, from the pub-
lished reports in the Press, to follow the
details of the conditions that exist. We
have a similar position in our own State,
for we know that the men are working at
Bunbury and Albany. They have said very
definitely that they intend to work. I be-
lieve they were asked not to load boats that
had left IFremantle for the southern port,
but they replied that they intended to get
on with the job. I am hopeful that the
lumpers at Fremantle will resume work im-
mediately. I think this is the proper time
to mention the matter hecanse I understand
the Federal law, which will mean the calling
in of free labour, is to be put into opera-
tion at Fremantle to-day. If the lumpers
are wise, they will work under Judge Beeby's
award. From the bottom of my heart I
hope that they will. Of course we know
what will follow if free labour is to be
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¢alled in. By the way, I do not think any
cection of the people have the right to hold
up the husiness of this State, and just now
onr business is very important, nuch more
important than at most times of the year.
We have a great many men out of work,
and thev have heen unemployed for some
considerable time. Tnless the ships are
handled at the wharf side, so that our w.h‘eat
and woo! may be disposed of, the position
will et worse. Our wool eates will have
to he deferved. and already one has been
postponed.  That has meant that the sale
of 20.000 bales of wool has been held up,
which, in turn, means that between £300,0f]0
and £400,000 +will not be available for cir-
enlation within the State. The business of
Western Australia will he tied up. The
effect of that will be to add to the a]rea(?_v
very serious unemployment that exists in
our midst to-day. That in itself is bad.
Tims it is that all delays, particularly 1n
the loading of ships, although it applies
also to the unloading of vessels, mean more
difficult times for evervone within the State.
Tt is our duty to impress upon the people
that the law of the land ought to be obeyed.
Tt may be that we have to obey laws that
we do not like very much, but if disrespect
for fhe law is encouraced, where shall we
pe? We shall have anarchy, chaos and
disaster. I do not know how it is that in
Tremantle the men are not working. T
understand that the head office of the union
in Melbourne instructed that work was to
Le carried on at all ports. TIn these days,
when cvery coneern seems fo be federated,
our people are often led into trouble by
anions whose head offices are in Melbourne,
hut in this instance 1 understand that in-
structions were issued that work was to
continue. T again express the hope that
wiser eonnsels have prevailed to-day. I
nnderstand that meetings have been . held,
and that the men will be urged to go haek o
work. Tn the meantime it is right that we
should have semothing to say in regard to
this urgent matter. Tt is a pity that other
organisations have to take it wpon them-
solves to do work that Governments onght
to do. TIn this instanee the hone of conten-
tion eoncerns a Federal award. and the Aects
{hat are not heing carried ont vepresent
Federal legislation. Although they are the
Acts of the Federal Parliament, they are
none the less the Aets of the people of
Westorn Australia. We are the representa-
tives of the ecitizens of thiz State, and
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it is our duty, in common with the rest
of the people, to do our best to see
that laws are obeved, and that these stop-
pages of industry are avoided altogether.
We have had many stoppages on the water-
front from time to lime, but none has been
guite so serious as the present one threatens
to be. The Premier was approached on the
subject by the Prime Minister some time
ago. It will be remembered that I asked
for the file of correspondence hetween the
Federal and State Governments in regard
to the waterside workers' trouble, The Sle
has come to hand, but all it contains is the
telegram of the P’rime Minister. I shonld
like to read it—

Premier of Western Australia, Perth. The
action taken by the Waterside Workers’ Fed-
eration, becanse of their objection to some of
the terms of an award given by Judge Beeby
of the Federal Arbitration Court, is already
resulting in holding up much of the shipping
of the Commonwealth. As a consequence of
this action by the federation, maritime trans-
port is apparently again to be brought to a
standstill and the trade of the Commonwealth
dislocated, an action which will eavse serious
loss and suffering to thousands of our citizens.
My Government feels that this unlawful and
reckless abuse of power by the Waterside
Workers’ TFederation constitutes a direct de-
fiance of the community which cannot be sub-
mitted to by any self-respecting people. I
have, on behalf of my Government, communi-
cated with the representatives of the steam-
ship owners calling upon them to make the
necessary arrangements for earrying om the
industry in the terma of the award made by
the Arhitration Court, and nssuring them that
the Commonwealth Government will do its
utmost to maintain law and order by prose-
cuting those who unlawfully interfere with
the peaceful earrving on of the transport in-
dustry of the Commonwealth. If the inter-
ference with the legitimate trade and trans-
port of Australia continues, I propose to ad-
vise the Governar-General to issue a proclama-
tion under the Crimes Act declaring the ex-
istonce of a sqrious industrial disturbanee
prejudicing trade and eommeree with other
countries and among the States. T will take
this action in order to arm the Government of
the Commonwealth with fullest power pos-
sible under the law and in order to protect
the intercsts of the people. TRecognising the
serious results that this disastrous strike must
have upon the industries of your State and the
well-being of ity vitizens, I appeal for the full
co-operation of vour Government, and especi-
ally ask that due protection be given to all
those citizens who are prepared to earry on
the work of the maritime transport industry
under the terms of the award made by the
Arbitration Conrt—-n  court that has  heen
eatablished hy the free will of the people of
Australin, expressed through their Parlia-
ment. I am addressing the Premiers of the
other Siates of the Commonwealth in gimilar
terms. S, M. Broee, Prime Minigter.
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Mr. Angelo: What is the date of that
telegram?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The 12th
September, | am very sorry the Premier
did not see Bt to send a reply to the Prime
Minister. I hope he will tell us to-day that
law and order will be maintained. That, of
course, is our duty, ss the authority eon-
trolling the police force. The necessity for
it has not arisen a{ our port yet, and I hope
it will not arise, but I suppose it will arise
if free labour be called fo the wharf. The
best way to avoid it is for the waterside
workers to go baek fo work and accept the
award., No one can have any sympathy with
the waterside workers unless they do stand
by the law of the land and accept the
award. I do not say that the award is
perfeet, but if there is anything wrong with
it, there are constitutional means of getting
it redressed. It is a pity that from time
to time and freguently, tvo, we have these
disturbances, and yet we allow the Arbitra-
tion Act to remain the law of the land.
Every member of this House, I venture to
say, agrees that the Arbitration Act should
remain on the statute-book, because we be-
lieve in it and particularly because we he-
lieve it is necessary for the protection of
the workers. It is necessary for the protec-
tion of the workers, and may it always be
the law of the land; but that ought to be
recognised by the workers themselves and
the law ought to be obeyed. I realise there
is no power on earth that can make a man
work if he does mot wish to. You cannot
c¢hain him to his work; it would not he
wise to do it if you could. You cannot keep
bim at this job or at that job, but the least
we can say to the workers is that if they
elect to work in this calling or in that call-
ing, and arbitration has fixed the conditions
of employment, wages and hours, they must
obey the law. I have brought this matter
under the notice of the House to-day be-
eause I hope that by doing so we shall be
doing something to Lring ebout a better
state of affaivs. [ repeat, it is extraordinary
that the men at Bunbury and Albany are
working while amongst those at Fremantle
the trouble continues. The Fremantle men
ought to be workiag, too. I am not in a
position to know what has happened to-day,
but it is my duty to say I hope the men
will be back at work before free labour is
invited. I know full well that the Govern-
ment have no power to bring that about,
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any more than I have, but I hope they will
be found expressing their disapproval of
the present position of affairs, and particn-
larly do I hope the Premier will express his
disapproval of the men’s disobedience of tle
law of the land. I hope, too, the Premier
will say there was never a time when he
was not prepared, through the police of the
State, to maintain law and order. Of
course it is possible for the Commonwealth
Government to appoint its own police, but
to do so would be an unfortunate state of
affairs, Quite apart from that, I hope in
this law-abiding country, law and order will
be easily maintained snd no trouble will be
experienced in that respect. I have no ob-
jection to the passing of the mwotion us
moved by the Premier, but I do wish to ask
the Premier to tell us why the telegram was
not answered, and especially to express
his views on the refusal by people engaged
on n very essential service in conneciion
with the transport particularly of our pro-
duce to obey the law of the land.

HON. ¢. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[4.53]: Before the Premier replies and be-
fore the motion to go into Committee to
consider the Estimates of expenditure is
put, I should like to say a few words. I
lisiened carefully to the Leader of the Op-
position when he dealt with this important
matter. He referred to the essential ser-
vices of the country and the asking for
free labour. Whatever views other people
may hold, T say that this disturbance will
never be satisfactorily settled by the eal-
ling of free labour—no matter how that
labour be protected for the moment—to
earry out the work until the nnionists have
been convinced that they have been de-
feated.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: I did not sug-
gest that it should he done, of course.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T have had some ex-
perience of strikes, and I know something
of the bitterness that is engendered by the
employment of free labour. T suggest that
any individuals who have banded together
in an association to get free labour
should seleet their free labourers from the
people that do not ordinarily follow manual
labour and who are not compelled to be-
long to an industrial union. Let the man-
agers’ and heads of departments go
to the wharf and do whatever lumping is
necessary while the trouble lasts. T say that
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with a full knowledge of what it implies.
They may think it their duty to get free
labour to work on the wharf, and in view
of the large number of men genuinely ocut
of employment—men not at all associated
with the waterside workers—it may be an
opportune time to get free labourers on the
whart. 1 would warn people inclined te
offer their services not to aecept the con-
ditions if they have to follow labouring
work afterwards, beeause it leaves a bit-
terness that will not be wiped out in the
lifetime of the individuals eoncerned, and
sometimes the bitterness follows even to
another generation. We know what hap-
pened in 1917. We know the number of
men that went to the reseue on the Fre-
mantle wharf in that vear. We remember
the loyalty that was expressed and the sen-
timent that was aroused regarding the war
and the need for shipping food for our sol-
diers. But how were those men who went
to the resene treated subsequentty by those
whom they had served? The waterside
workers went back to the wharf, while the
free lahourers who had shown their loyalty
and done good serviece were negleeted by
those for whom they had done that serviee.

The Premier: It has always been so.

Hon. & TAYLOR: It has always been
so, and I speak with knowledge arising
feom an ossociation with unionism for
nearly half a eentury. Tt appears that that
state of affairs will continne. I warn peo-
ple not to aceept the conditions because, no
matter how stringent the Federal Acts re-
cently passed may appear to be and no mat-
ter how the law may be tightened up to
prevent people doing things that straight-
forward union men think should not be
done. there is no law to protect the free
lahourers afterwards, nnd I advise such men
not to accept the conditions. T do not know
what my friends on your right, Mr. Speaker,
think, hut that is my opinion. T do not
care what my friends on yonr left may
think. T am considering the unfortunate
jnen who, through straitened ecircumstan-
ves, may feel impelled to jump at this op-
portunity to get work. Such a position
should not be forced upon them. As I said
hefore, the people who should do the work
indieated by the Fissential Services Asso-
ciation are people who do not follow 1ab-
ouring work for a livelihood. Let such peo-
ple do what is considered essential, and not
induce men, who are perhaps hungry, to ae-
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cept a job and then be left at the mercy
of the unionists,

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder—in reply) [4.59]: I do not know
that the Government can be of any assis-
tance in the situation as it exists at pre-
sent. 1 do not know whether the Govern-
nient or this Parliament really eomes into it.
It is a pity that the men have gone on
strike, and that work has been held up on
the waterfront. I think the men would be
well advised, in their own interests as well
as in the interests of the country, to resume
work.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is right.

The PREMIER: 1 do not see that the
Government can do anything in the matter.
The telegram sent by the Prime Minister
really did not call for any reply. It was
merely an intimation to the (overnment
that a strike had taken plaee on the water-
front al various ports in Australia, and in-
dieating the action the Federal Govern-
ment proposed to take to meet the situation.
Of itself it did not eall for any reply; none
was needed. T do not see that the Govern-
ment are called upon to take any action,
or that we are in a position to take any
action at present. I agree entirely with the
view expressed by the member for Mt.
Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor), namely, that
our experience of industrial trouble in Aus-
tralia goes to show that the employment of
free labour has heen disastrous in many
ways.

Hon. G. Taylor: In every way.

The PREMIER: The after effects of it
have been such as to maintain bitterness for
many vears. As the hon. member remarkad,
the bitterness has been maintained for the
lifetime of those who have taken part in
it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
surrender in all cirecumstanees.

The PREMIER: It has had this effeet,
too—those who engage in free labour ought
to be aware of it—that employers them-
selves in Australia have {urned down free
labour after it has served the purpose.

Hon. G. Tayler: T have seen them starv-
ing in the streets.

The PREMIER: Free labour has to be
avoided if it is possible to do so. I hope
the men will, in the very near future, see
the wisdom of viewing the situation in the
light that a lot of the men in other poris

You cannot
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of  Australia, namely in Melbourne, Syd-
ney and Adelaide, have viewed it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They should
obey the law.

The PREMIER:
should be obeyed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Especially the
arbitration laws,

Hon. G, Taylor:
obey the law.

The PREMIER : What is to be done? 1
understand that the men will meet again
{o-morrow morning.

Hon. G. Taylor:
I hope, prevail.

The PREMIER: I hope at any rate that
the result of the meeting will be a setfle-
ment of the trouble. It is necessary that the
trouble should be settled, but I do not see
that we can be of any service, or that there
ig anything the Government can do in the
matter at this stage.

Mr. Manpn: The Premier and his Min-
isters may have some influence with these
men.

The PREMIER:
in the matter.

Mr. Mann: I know.

The PREMIER: We have not been idie
during the last few days. So far as it has
been possible to assist towards a settlement
we have been doing so. I can only express
the hope that the trouble will be settled
within the next day or two. In the mean-
time I do not know of any effective steps
we ean take to bring about a settlement.

I agree that all laws

You cannot make them

And wise counsels will,

We have not been idle

Question put and passed.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1928-29,
In Committee of Supply.

The House baving resolved into Commit-
tee of Supply, Mr. Lutey in the Chair,

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
{Hon. P. Collier—Bounlder) {5.7]: Last
year’s finaneial results proved not to be as
satisfactory as was expected. The revenue
was slightly below expectations, the ecollec-
tions having been £69,647 short of the esti-
mate. The expenditure also was lower than
was estimated, but not sufficiently to coun-
teract the falling off of revenne. I budgeted
for a small surplas of £34,199, wheress the
year ended with a deficit of £26466. The
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difference, however, between the actual re-
salt and the estimate was, on the whole ot
very great. Last year's receipis amnounted
to £9,867,948, compared with the estimate
of £9,877,506, leaving a shortage on the
estimate as stated of £68,648, This was due
principally to two causes. There were, as
usnal, many disecrepancies between the esti-
mated figures and the actual figures, but
with two exceptions they were almost ail of
a minor nature. The income tax was £66,403
below what was expected, and the railways
were £54,701 below expectations, The rail-
ways offset their shortage by a reduciion of
£29.4106 in their expenditure. It was not,
however, possible to keep this expenditure
down sufficiently to compensate fully for
the falling off of revenue. The return from
inecome tax continued to be disappointing.
As I have mentioned, these receipts were
£66,403 below the estimate, whilst the cor-
responding shortage on the estimate for the
previous vear was £54,473. There was & fall-
ing oft in the actual collections for last year
of £22,000 as compared with the previous
vear. Tt is difficult to understand the rea-
son for this, in view of the inereased divi-
dend duty and other forms of direet taxa-
tion. It is admitted on all hands that the
State is progressing, and one would natur-
ally expect that this would be reﬂeeted in
the ineome tax return.

Reduced Income Taz Receipts.

Although large reductions in rates were
granted a few years ago, these should have
been offset to a conmsiderable extent by the
growth of the public income. One reason
given for the falling off in revenne and in-
come tax is that many businesses are form-
ing themselves into companies.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The high taxa-
tion of the Commonwealth and State makes
a difference.

The PREMIER : The high taxation by the
Commonwealth.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not know
about that. We are geiting our share, too.

The PREMIER : It is undoubtedly & fact
that not only the firms but individnal
traders and business peop]e are forming
themselves into companies in order to aveid
the higher taxation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you go on
with the Profiteering Bill, they will all have
to do that to keep out of prison.

The PREMIER: No. What T have
stated iz the reason given by the Commis-



976
sioner for Taxation, and it appears to be
largely due to that faet. I have had the
figures of new companies registered for the
past few years, and they show a very great
increase in the last year or two over the
average for previous years.

Mr, Mann: Do you think that resson is
sullicient to make up such a big loss as
£60,0007

The PREMIER: What 1 have said, I am
advised, is mainly the cause of it, namely,
the formation of companies, and the in-
creasing number of ecompanies seems to bear
ouf that contention. It is interesting {o note
that the returns last yvear from income tax
and dividend duty, combined, failed to cover
the cost of education. In other respects the
aollections compared favourably with the
expectations. There were, as usual, many
variations between the estimate and the
actual expenditure for last year, but the
total came within the estimate. The esti-
mated expenditure was £9,843,397, while
the actual expenditure was £9,834,415, or a
saving on the estimate of £8,982. The de-
tails of the savings will be found in the

returns. On the whole, the estimate
was very close to the actual result. The
inerease under the head of “Treasurv”

is doe to the payment of interest on over-
drafts in London. The edneation expendi-
fure was increased hy a reclassification of
the staff, and the schools. as well as by an
inereased number of schools opened. Public
utilities were helow the estimaie to the
extent of £29,416, This was dne largely
to the falling off in the railwavs returns.

Ezpenditure kept down.

Strenuous efforts have heen made to keep
down the expenditnre. All requests are
earefully serutinised. but we have reached
the stace when further economies are very
diffienlt to effect. T am afraid we must he
prepared to face increased evpenditnre in
the near future. An analvsis of last
vear’s expenditure discloses the extent to
which we are commitfed without anv possi-
bilitv of doine anvthing to reduee it.
Under special Aets, over which we have
absolutely no control, there was an exnendi-
ture of £3490,062. Under public ntilities.
which vary in proportion to the extent of
services rendered, and where our contral is
[imited accordinglv, the expenditure was
£3,733,527. Governmental  expenditure
amonnted to £2,610,826. This last is a field
over which we operate. TIf we eliminate
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the domestic or free services, we find that
under the heading of Educatton the expendi-
ture was £668,686, nunder Medical and Public
Health £200,893, Child Welfare and Out-
door Relief £106,352, Lunacy £101,918,
Police £220,511, Gaols £25,712, and Abori-
gines £11,626; making a total of £1,335,698
for those free services. The balance, ordi-
nary Governmental expenditure, represents
£1,275,128; and that is the section over
which the Treasury exercises a rigid control.

Education,

A head of expenditure which occasions
me, as it has occasioned other Treasurers,
considerable concern, iz that of edueation.
In the last two years alone it has increased
by £73477—from £595,209 to £668,686. It
is almost impossible for a layman to say
what should be done with regard to expen-
diture on edueation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Sinee 1919 it
has inereased from £366,000 to £697,000.

The PREMIER: Yes. It has practically
doubled since 1919.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the children
are there, and I believe this expenditure is
the best investment we ean make.

The PREMIER: Yes, provided that we
are getting value for the money, and that
it is being expended in the best directions.
The item is one which we cannot ecurtail;
we can only see that as far as possible the
best results are obtained from it. It is, how-
ever, a bhuge expenditure for our limited
population.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Yes, undoubt-
edly.

The PREMIER: It is a very large sum
indeed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The increased
expenditure is due to the inerease of popula-
tiom.

The PREMIER : Yes, to increase of
population, erection of new schools, and
larger attendances at existing schools. I do
not know that it would not be better {0 vote
a lump sum on the Estimates for edueation,
instead of deing as we do now, setting out
specific items. Under existing eonditions T
have to grant excesses upon particular items
if neecessary, without being able to effect any
reduction in other ifems,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The inerease is
inevitable in a new country, People will
bave children, and they will start new
centres here and there.



[27 Seprexeer, 1928.]

The PREMIER : But the question is
whether we are getting the best resulis.
There is also the question whether, instead
of setting out the items as they are now
itemised annnally, we would not do better
to fix 3 lump sum and let those who are
responsible make the best use of it.

Mr. Latham: You think they might keep
within the vote instead of exceeding it?

The PREMIER : I think they might keep
within the total of the vote, One would then
know what was the amount of money that
would have to be found for the year.

Mr. Latham: But you would be asked to
excess the total amount.

The PREMIER: The figures mentioned
by the Leader of the Opposition show that
during the past eight or nine years the total
expenditure on education has doubled. That
is, naturally, a serious matter for the Trea-
surer. The Edueation Department is not
one upen which we can attempt to exercise
retrenchment, or more economy than would
be fully justified.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You cannot re-
duce the number of schools, and you eannot
reduce the standard; so where are you?

The PREMIER: That is so, except that
there may be a difference of opinion as to
the age at which children should commence
going to school.

Hon. G. Taylor: There is difference of
opinion as fo that.

The PREMIER: It is a fact that to-day
the schoels in some respects are nurseries,
Children begin going to school at four or
five years old, and aceommodation has to be
provided for them, and teachers to instruct
them have to be paid, and there are all the
other incidental expenses, whereas in the
opinion of some people, at any rate, the
children would be hetter at home for another
year or two.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is so.

The PREMIER : My own view—I may be
wrong—is that a year put on to the end of
the child's school life, say from 14 to 15, is
worth three or four years at the beginning
of the school life. Children have then suffi-
ciently developed their intellects to aequire
knowledge which will remain with them for
the rest of their days.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: But then you
must meet the added cost.

The PREMIER: Yes, but to an extent it
would be offsetf.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not much.
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The PREMIER: Not fully, but to an ex-
tent, if the commencing age were raised by
one year.

Hon. G. Taylor: Say to seven vears.

Hon. Bir James Mitehell: It would not
make much difference, because the teachers
who have charge of the small children are
not highly paid.

The PREMIER: The small children re-
quire accommodation and tuition, and in
these days all teachers arve well paid. In
that respect the position is not as it was
some years ago. Even teachers on the lowest
grades are well paid. Now, that is the posi-
tion with regard to education.

Public Utilities.

The expenditure on publie utilities, although
below the estimate, was higher than that
for the previous year. For 1926-27 the
amount was £3,478,994, and for last year
it was £3,733,527, showing an inerease of
£254,533. The increase was only to be ex-
pected, for these concerns increase wilh the
growth of population, We must meet the
public demand in those respects. Railways,
naturally, have shown the greatest increase, .
£218,356. Tramways £18,558 and Electricity
Supply £19,447 are the other principal in-
creases. Apart from the instances which
I have quoted, there is not, on the whole,
a great variation between last year and the
previous year.

Estimated Ievenue and Erpenditure.

For the current year I expect fo receive
revenue amounting to £10,222,712, and to
have an expenditure of £10,317,010, leav-
ing a deficit on the vear's transactions of
£04,208,

Hon. . Taylor: You still like a smalf dc-
ficit?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Your land rev-
enue is down by £40,000.

The PREMIER: That is due to the
£40,000 whieh was paid for the State Sav-
ings Bank site going into revenue last year.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But you took it
out again.

The PREMIER: Yes, It swelled land
revenue to that extent, and that acecunts
for what is apparently a drop this vear.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: You mnst have
inereased land revenue,

The PREMIER: A feature about land
revenue is that the older conditional par-
chase bloeks are in many cases going off,
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while the new ones do not pay anything for
five years. So there is a tendency for land
revenue to fall in that respect.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But revenue
from sales of blocks made five years ago
are coming in now.

The PREMIER : Yes, but the sales of 13
years ago are going out as the holders clear
off their liabilities. The comparatively small
deficit is the result of baving to provide
for additional interest and sinking fund
payments amounting to £226,542, whilst ai
the same time reeeiving a lesser recoup
from moneys advanced. But I ean assure the
House that expendifure has been curtailed
in every direetion possible. Special circumn-
staneces are responsible for inereases in many
directions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Are we lending
a larger proportion of the money we boi-
row? We cannot be if we are not getting
the recoup.

The PREMIER: There has been a con-
siderable reduction in reeonp from groups.
The work of all the departments is inereas-
ing throughout the State, and consequently
,the expenditure keeps mounting.

Hospitals.

Of new hospitals in country districts
there are a considerable number, and there
has also been extension of the accommoda-
tion in existing bospitals, There is the new
infirmary at the Old Men's Home, repre-
senting a capital cost of £14,000, and there
is the Point Heathcote Reception Home, to
be opened in a week or two, which repre-
sents & capital cost of £60,000. Then there
are the increases in cost of maintenanee
represented by these new institutions.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: That is loan
expenditure, of course.

The PREMIER: Yes, but there are in-
terest and sinking fund in respect of that
loan expenditure, besides operating costs.
Indeed, for the remainder of this year [
have to provide £4,000 for maintenance of
the Point Heatheote Reception Home. It is
estimated that the home will cost £10,000
a yesr to carry on,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There will be
revenue from it.

The PREMIER: I do not think the re-
venue will be much. I bLelieve it will be
very little. So that whilst the State is mov-
ing forward in the matter of providing
highly necessary institutions of this kind,
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the burden on the Treasurer is made heav-
ier because of the cost of maintenance after
the institutions bave been established.

Country Water Supplies.

During the pust two years the expenditure
on country water supplies hag amounted to
£277,000,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
loan,

The PREMIER: Yes, bui it means in-
creased interest and sinking fund payments.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: This is 1 per
cent. money,

The PREMIER: Not all of it. There
has heen guite a large expenditnre on coun-
try water supplies as compared with pasi
years. Whilsé the capital expenditure is
from loan, we have to meet interest and
sinking fund charges upon it

Mr. Latham: The settlers will pay it back,

The PREMIER: We hope they will, but
much of the expenditure on country water
supplies is bringing in no revenue at all,
as the hon. member knows.

Mr. Latham: Surcly the settlers pay in-
terest and sinking fund,

The PREMIER : The same remarks apply
to interest on loan expenditure under the
Federal roads scheme, That expenditure
for the past two years hss been £463,000,
quite exceptional expenditure that has come
into existence only during recent years.
There is again the inferest uporn jt to Le
found.

That is from

Miners' Phthisis Aect.

Moreover, payments under the Miners’
Phthisis Act have increased, On this year’s
Estimates we have to find £40,000 for com-
pensation to persons under the Miners’
Phthisis Act, The actual expenditure for
last year in this connection was £38,000. Ii
will be understood that that expenditure has
nothing to do with what is known as miners’
complaint, whieh is met under the Workers’
Compensation Act. This expenditure refers
to tubercular men.

Hon. G. Taylor: The Government are re-
sponsible for them.

The PREMIER: Yes. They are men who
have been taken out of the mines, and who
have to be compensated. There are also
weekly payments to the widows and child-
ren of men who have passed away. Under
that heading alone I have to find, as T say,
£40,000 this year.
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Two thousan.
pounds more than last year.

The PREMIER: The amounnt has been
increasing each year.

Hon. G.-Taylor: And that will eontinue
for some time.

The PREMIER: To a point, and then
it should begin to decline. To date, ever
since the Act was proclaimed, this expendi-
ture has been an annually inereasing one.

Hon. G. Taylor: There was a big ac-
cumulation of tubercular men.

The PREMIER: That is so. Many of
them are not ahle to undertake any work
at all.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They must be
{ooked after.

Hon. G. Tavlor: And it is money well
spent.

The PREMIER:
tion.

Hon. G. Taylor: Despite all we have
done, there are still some who have been
left out.

The PREMIER: That is so. At any
rate, that is the position we have to face.

It is a social obliga-

Police Foree,

Additions to the poliee force have involved
us In an inereased expenditure of £8,201.
Last year, spesking from memory, 20 new
men were taken into the police force, and
provision has been made this year for the
addition of another 20 men. Of eourse,
that is necessary becaunse of the growth of
the population and the development of the
Siate. The more we progress in those
directions, the more necessary it hecomes to
provide new police stations and additional
members of the police force, not only in the
country distriets but in the towns,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You will be
pleased to know that it is raining from here
to Quairading.

The PREMIER: Yes, I will take this
opportunity to announce that T have just
received a telegram saying that rain is
falling at Northaw, York, Quairading and
Bruce rock and, in faet, thromghout the
whole of the wheat-growing areas.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Sampson: Perhaps you feel like
recasting your figures and budgeting for a
surplus.

The PREMIER: T am afraid not.
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Centenury Celebrations.

This year I have made provision for the
expenditure of £10,000 in connection with
the Centenary ecelebrations.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Ts that all?

The PREMIEL : That is all for this year.
T expect there will be a very considerable
expenditure next year, as many items under
that heading will have to be et subsequent
to June next. I am hopeful of being able
to pet through this vear with an expendi-
ture of £€10,000.

Hon. G. Taylor: You will not do so! -

The PREMIER: I expect a further
£10,000 will be necessary next year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you will
et £100,000 at least in revenue out of the
eelebrations.

The PREMIER: How?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: By means of
the railways, for instance.

The PREMIER: So far, everyone is
asking for free serviees! Naturally that
will involve wus in increased expenditure.
Every one coming from various parts of
Australia is wanting free services and no
charges!

Hen. Sir James Mitcliell: Are vou going
to give all that?

The PREMIER: To some exfent, yes;
but I am sitting tight against a gool
deal of it. Tf T did not do so, we would
probably find the whole of the railway sys-
tem running free during the celebration
weeks.

Automatic tnereases.

There have been incresses in the rates
of pay to civil servants, teachers and other
elasses of employees.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
automatic increnses?

The PREMIER : Yes, but some have been
paid apart from the automatic inereases.
The latter are increases within a weertain
range. We have granted inereases each year
hetween the minimum and the maximum, up
to the maximum of the officer’s classifiea-
tion.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
has become automatie.

The PREMIER: Yes, it has. However,
many of the officers are on the maximum
now, because these automatic increases have
been proceeding for some time past. This
all means increased expenditure.

Are thoge the

That system
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Suspended Sinking Fund Payments,

In addition to providing for increased
interest and sinking fund payments, I have
again set aside £350,000 pending the final-
isation of the Financial Agreement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Does that re-
present all we ought to pay but are not
paying?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: I thought it
was £500,000.

The PREMIFR: No, £350,000. We
have now set aside £330,000. During the
first year the amount set aside was £150,000.
Last year we set aside £350,000, and this
vear we are again sctting aside £350,000.
That makes a total of £850,000 set aside so
far.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I thought vou
snid it was £300,000 when we were dis-
cussing the Finaneial Agreement.

The PREMIER: I think not.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: 1 think that
was the figure, but there may hnve been
some local figures included.

The PREMIER: The total was built up
in other directions, but that is the total
amount we have set aside in respect of pay-
ments that would have been made into the
sinking fund. That totn! represents sinking
fund payments and interest that we eannot
finally deal with until the Finaneial Agree-
ment has heen adopted. The result of the
referendnm should be known by the end of
November, and I hope it will then he pos-
sible to bring down supplementary esti-
mates to appropriate that amount of
£850,000.

Hon, G. Taylor: You are optimistie!

The PREMIER: Perhaps so. After the
Financial Agrecment has heen endorsed by
the people of Australia, we shall be able
to deal with the position, but in the mean-
time the money will he held in suspense.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Mr. Scullin is
going to knoek out the Financial Agree-
ment, What ave vou going to do ahout it?
You will need to have a go at him,

Estimated Revenue.

The PREMIER: 'The estimated revenue
for the current year shows an increase over
that of the previous finaneial year of
€414,764. This is less by £30,735 than
the increases in respect of the public wutili-
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ties alone, The estunated receipts under
the various headings are—

Estimsted '
_ for thia kgtle;::rd |Incma.w. Decrense.
year. |
1‘
£ £ ; £ £
Taxation ... |1,318920 ) 1,706,358 | 22562 | ...
Territorial ... 648,600 11,121 e 62,621 °
Deparhw mental, | 1,666,683 1,559,550' 2,047
ete.
Common- 911,448 809,001 2,885
wealth
Public Utilitles] 5,730,895 | 5,204,306 ' 445,499
Tradlng Coo- 187,368 127,482 0,886
cerna
Total ... [10,222,712 | 9,807,048 | 414,704

It will be seen, that we estimate in-
creased revenue under the heading of
“Taxation’’ to an extent of £22,562, and
a decrease of £62,621:under the heading of
“Territorial,” which represents, of course,
land revenue. There is also an estimated
decrease of £2,947 under the heading of
“Departmental, ete.”; an increase of £2,385
from the Commonwealth; increased revenue
amounting to £443,499 from Public Utili-
ties, and an inerease of £9,886 from the
State Trading Coneerns. Tt will be noted
that this year we expeet to pass the
£10,000,000 mark in connection with our re-
venue. Of the total revenne, the Publie
Utilities aecount For more than balf, and
that serves to show what an important place
they hold in our State financial operations.
The railways, of course, represent the meost
important contributor under that heading.
Ordinary Governmental revenue, which in-
cludes evervthing outside of the publie utili-
ties and trading cuncerns, shows a decrease
of £40,621. There was, however, a special
payment on acevunt of the Siate Savings
Bank last year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
sale of the site?

The PREMIER: Yes. That represented
a special payment of £10,000 for the block
of land where it is proposed to erect the new
State Savings Bank buildings. Omitting
that item, the position is practically the
same as it was last year. The increase of
£22562 under the heading of “Taxation”
is due to stamp duty, £17,264, and land
tax, £12,094, It is expeeted that the divi-
dend duty tax will return £14,940 less than
Jast year. There are hut little variations in
the other items. Departmental revenue
shows a decrease of £4,965, which is the
net result after allowing for increases in

Was that the
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many departments. These have prinei-
pally resulted from losses of interest on
Group Settlement expenditure. There was
also n considerable reduction under this
heading last vear as compared with the pre-
vious year.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You are charg-
ing up interest against the scheme?

The PREMIER: Yes, but on a very
much reduced basis this year. That has
made the financial position much more dif-
ficult.

Mr, Davy:
it looks worse.

The PREMIER: The position is sound;
it looks worse, and sctually is worse,

Mr. Davy: You are showing the position
in its true light.

The PREMIER: The position is diffi-
eult as yet. We do not know how the
groups will pan out from the eapital cost
point of view. We know there will be
considerable losses, and we shall endeavour
to meet them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You pay 1
per cent. on a great proporfion of the
money borrowed,

The PREMIER: Yes, but it runs into
more than that when it is worked out. The
revenue returns from the timber trade are
not expected to be as great as those of last
vear to the extent of £22527. Over-pro-
duetion not justified by markef conditions
has caused a depression in the trade which,
we hope, will be merely temporary. As I
have already stafed, revenue under the
heading “Deparimental’’ has been ad-
versely affected by losses in connection with
the group settlements.

The position is the same, but

Commonwealth Grants.

The revenne under the heading of “Com-
monwenlth ” shows a reduetion of £19,708,
the amount receivable under the Surplus
Revenue Act. This is due to the amount re-
ceived last year having been paid under the
schedule of the States Grants Act, the
Financial Agreement Act not having heen
agsented to at that time. The amount pro-
vided by means of the Financial Agreement,
namelyv, £473432, was based on the amount
paid for the financial vear ended the 30th
June. 1927. The amonnt provided in the
sehedule of the States Grants Aet, £483,750,
was based on the per capita payment of
25s. per head on the estimated popnlation

981

as at the 31st December, 1927. Payment
has been made under the latter measure,
and we received £10,318 more than we
would otherwise have gsecured. The neces-
sary adjustment is being made in the
amount to be received this year. The pay-
ments of interest on account of transferred
properties have been affected in the oppo-
site way. The amount received last year
was ab the old rate of interest, 3'4 per
cent., instead of at 5 per cent. Arrears
amounting to £11,046 have been received
this year.

Publie Utidities.

The increased revenue from our public
utilities is estimated to amount to £445,499
and this amount is largely due to the rail-
ways, from “which we expect to de-
rive an additional £364,701, Traffie over
our railway system is steadily growing, and
from the indications to date, I think it is
safe to assnme that we shall have a great
increase in wheat trafic this year. The
revenue of the Metropolitan Water Supply
shows n substantial increase to the extent
of £353,100. This, of course, is due to the
inereased population of the metropolitan
area and to the extensions of the sewerage
system. It is expeeted that the Eleectricity
Supply Department will return £24,560
more in revenue than last year. The de-
mand for power is rapidly increasing, and
I am advised by the general manager that
another unit s necessary. When we
were faced three or four years ago
with the expenditure of abont £300,000 for
additions to the power station, I thought
sufficient provision wounld have been made
for # number of years. Although we have
only jnst completed the additional unit to
the power plant, the general manager bas
made a request for further additions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: This is abont
the third time.

The PREMIER: Yes

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
2o on till the cows come home.

The PREMIER: I do not see any end
to it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of ceourse, as
Perth grows the demand will increase,

The PREMIER: Yes, the demand for
earrent for power and lighting purposes
must increase, while there is also a contin-
ual demand for the extension of elestricity

And it will
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supplies to the suburban and eountry cen-
tres. Then with the inerense in the number
of manufactories, we must expect a greater
demand for power, and this will mean an
additional expenditure in that direetion.

Mr. Mann: That is a better sign than 1f
the units at the power house were idle.

The PREMIER: Quite so. At any rate,
the returns from the puoblic utilities are
growing steadily year by year.

Estimated Ezpenditure.

The estimated total expenditure for Lhis
year under all heads amounts to £10,317,010
which represents an increase over the ex-
penditure of last year of £482,595. This
increase has been spread over the three di-
visions of the Estimates! .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is a very
good job it is raining!

The PREMIER: It is.
Acts the inerease is
ernmental £6,668, and DPublic. Ttilities
£261,128 or, as I bave said, a tfofal
increase over last year’s expenditure of
£482,595. Under Special Acts we have to
provide £3,704,860 under Governmental
£2,617,494 and under Publie Utilities
£3,994,636. Those are the three divisions
of the Estimates. Over the first, the
Special Acts, we have absolutely no con-
trol. There we have nearly three and three-
quarter millions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
horrowing.

The PREMIER:
done with that.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
God it is raining again.

The PREMTER : The increased payments
this year in interest and sinking fund on
the loan floated in London at the end of
last year amount to £130,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We shall have
to stop this hlessed borrowing.

The PREMIER: Tt is a serious matter.
When one comes to make up the Estimates,
there is bronght home to one the necessity
for limiling our loan expenditure o the
lowest possible amount consistent with the
development of the country.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
earning money is all right.

The PREMIER: But of course a pro-
portion of it is not interest-earning, al-

Under Special
£214,708, Gov-

It is all past
Yes. Nothing can be

Well, thank

Interest-
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though -in the main it is. Other parts of
it will be inferest-earning in later years,
but for the time being they are not so. The
total increase in the wyear's interest ia
£2]4.88]1 and in sipking fund £11,661—to-
gether, a pretty substantial sum. Over
Public Utilities there is very little control
except that exercised in iusisting on strick
economy. But as the demand grows, so the
expenses of meeting that demand ruust also
grow. I can assure the Committee thag
every effort is being made to keep expendi-
ture within revenue. These Publie Utili-
ties, serving a particular portion of the
community, ought to be self-supporting.
For it is not desirable that other people
who do not come within the sphere of a
public utility should have to make up a
loss upon it. On the other hand, it is not
desirable that there should b: undue profits
made out of publie utilities.
Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
not he mueh fear of that.

There need

Railway Expenditure.

The PREMIER: 1 have already referred
to the anticipated increase in the revenuc
of the Railways. But that increase is off-
set by increased expenditure, estimated to
amount to £221,515.

Hon. . Taylor: That is affecting the
running of the railways.

The PREMIER: Yes, the working of the
railwayvs. The relation of expenditure to
revenue in the Railway Department is very
constanf. If the traffic is not so great as
was expected and in consequence the rev-
enue falls, so does the expenditure decrease,
althongh not quite in the same ratio. That
is to say, the expenditure does nof come
down exactly in the same ratio, but ap-
proximately it does.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
obtains when revenue goes up.

The PREMIER: It is ahouf 60 to 40.
If we put on £100,000 worth of revenue,
we have to increase expenditure in the pro-
portion of about 40 to 60.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you were
to lose £100,000 of revenue, the expendi-
ture would net come down proportionately.

The PREMIER : Not to the same extent,
but the department are able to reduce ex-
penditure if there should be a falling off
in revenue.

The reverse
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Our railways
are jolly well managed—the best in Austra-
lia.

The PREMIER: Yes, they are showing
good results, far and away the hest in Ans-
tralia. Under the heading ‘' Governmental,”
the inerense ig slight. Fach of the deparl-
ments’ expenditure is kept as low as pos-
sible, but it is very diffieult to control the
domestic departments, Of the total amount
of £2,617,494 provided under Governmental,
this section, the domestie section, free ver-
viees, absorhs £1,370,682. Tt is £34,984 abose
last year’s expenditure, and this large sum
does mot include interest on money ox-
pended on buildings, Each of these depart-
ments shows an inerease. The whele of
the collections under Taxation, it is interest-
ing to note, fall short of the cost of these
free service departments, Edueation, Public
Health, Police, Lunacy, Gaols and Abori-
gines. The whole of the collections from
taxation does not meet the cost of these free
service departments. I have already re-
ferred to Education, and I need not go over
the ground again, but there is there an in-
crease for the vear of £10,008, and there is
also an increase of £8,201 for additional
polige.

Loan Ezpenditure.

The loan expenditure for the year
amounnted to £4.680,260.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the largest yet,
is it not?

The PREMIER : Yes. It iz £567,206
more than in the previous year. But not
the whole of that sum was actnally ex-
pended, for the transfer of the State ships
{o loan, the writing off of works on the State
ghips, accounts for £419,000 of the total ex-
penditure set out in last year. So actually
the amount that was expended within the
State was very little in excess of the previ-
ous year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : The writing
down in respect of the State ships eould not
be avoided.

The PREMIER: The old system was not
fair to the shipping people. It made the
ships’ results show in a wrong light. That
was the reason for it. Development of
Agrieulture was the prineipal head of ex-
penditure. I think it is right that it should
have heen so.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is from
loan.
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The PREMIER: Yes. From loan ex-
penditure last year there was spent on the
assistance to settlers £1,641,092.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : That is in-
cluding group settlers.

The PREMIER: Yes. Then there was
£806,805 for Railways, £144,551 for Tram-
ways and Electricity Supply, £336,745 for
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage,
and £287,584 for roads and bridges. Then,
of course, there was a large number of lesser
items. We provided £50,000 for additional
capital for the Workers’ Homes Board, The
increase in the State’s agricultural develop-
ment naturally canses an inerease in loan ex-
penditure, Then, too, Public Utilities must
be expanded as the demand increases. Pub-
lie Utilities being a State function, the
responsibility of providing additional capi-
tal for them falls on the Government. It is
desirable that we should spend only sach
loan moneys as we have to. But the develop-
ment of the State must continne. It would
be a false policy to refrain from horrowing
and expending money if by so doing we
should restrict the development of the State.
We are now at the stage where we are ex-
panding, growing, and there is need on all
hands for the expenditure of money, on
assistance fo settlers, the building of rail-
ways, the construction of roads, improve-
ments to harhour accommeodation, and the
provision of water supplies. Al thosa
things that are essential to primary produe-
tion and the development of the State, call
for the expenditure of considerable sums of
money. We have the advantage that a fair
proportion of those works will be con-
structed with cheap money. It is a big
saving to get moncy at 1 per cent. for five
years and at 2 per cent, or a little less for
the next five years. Spread over the whola
10 years, it means a big saving in intevest,
amounting to a very considerable sum of
money. So I think there is justifieation for
our borrowing and spending the money, pro-
vided always that we get value for the
money.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
20s. worth for 20s.

The PREMIER: Yes, provided that so
far as possible it iz expended on reprodume-
tive works, on works that will be interest-
earning and at the same time will develop
the country. Personally, I should like to
see the whole of the money, or as great a
proportion of it as possible, expended in
the country distriets. Then it would open

We must get
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up our ferritory and help in the production
of wealth, which of itself would bring
prosperity to the State and to all sections
of the community. That, I think, should be
one of our guiding prineiples: the expendi-
ture of money to enable people in the coun-
try to produce more and so benefit all con-
cerned. But that is not possible, because in
this State the Government have undertaken
to do many of the things that in other coun-
tries are done by private enterprise, and in
some of the other States are carried out by
trusts and boards apart from the Govern-
ment. But here the obligation of providing
all the money required for every kind of
public utility falls upon the Government
and so our borrowings appear to be large.
Although it has frequently been pointed out
in this Honse that comparisonz cannot be
made between our borrowings per head of
population and those of the Eastern States,
it is well nevertheless that we should repeat
it. At various times I have noticed state-
ments made by people in the Eastern States
in which they have compared our annual
expenditure of loan money per head of
population with that of other States and on
their conclusions we appear to be the great-
est borrowers in the whole world. Those
people, however, did not take into account
the large undertakings and public utilities
which in the Eastern States are not charged
up to Government borrowing. I believe the
capital expenditure on the Melbourne Metro-
politan Board of Works for water sapply
and sewerage runs into nearly 30 million
pounds. That amount dees not appear in
the public debt of Victoria, but all our ex-
penditure on water supplies and sewerage
for Perth and Fremantle has been incurred
hy the Government and does appear
in our public debt.

Hon. G. Taylor: It might be wise to try
to alter that.

The PREMIER: The harbour works
of Victoria have been carried out by a har-
bour trust with separate borrowing powers
and this expenditure does not appear in the
public debt of that State, whereas the eost
of all our harbour works, not only the ex-
penditure on Fremantle, but that on Bun-
bary, Albany, Geraldton and other harbours
appears in our public debt. Consequently,
po comparison that would be fair to thig
State can be made of the per capita ex-
penditure of loan moneys here and in other
States.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Loan Flotation.

The loan raisings during the year com-
prised £3,000,000 raised in London in April,
£2,468,096 received from the Commonwealth
Government for migration, ete., and £353,393
representing small loeal raisings less re-
demptions, making a total for the year of
£5,821,589. When we raised the £3,000,000
we infended to ask for only £1,500,000, but
our London advisers informed us that the
market at the moment was so favourable
that we ought to ask for £3,000,000.

Mr. Latham: It turned out to be good
advice,

The PREMIER: Yes, because the amount
was over-subseribed.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: A part of the
£5,800,000 representing the total flotation
was required to pay off the previous year’s
overdraft.

The PREMIER: Yes; and of course the
£3,000,000 loan eame in near the end of the
finaneial year and we are earrying om with
that money now,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not think
you have much of it left.

The Premier. A large portion of it
had to go to meet the overdraft in London.
Tt pays the State to finance on an over-
draft because we get the money from the
London and Westminster Bank at a rate
of interest a point less than we would have
to pay if we borrowed the money. So it
pays us to work on a large overdraft. Some-
times our overdraft mounts vp to nearly
£2,000,000.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
that.

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
it ‘has ever exceeded £2,000,000, but we
have been up to that figure. The aceom-
modation that the bank gives in this respeet
has been most helpful to the State. Shortly
hefore and after the raisineg of our loan,
other States and the Commonwealth went
on the market and a large proportion of
their loans was left with the underwriters.
Hence it is satisfactory that ours was over-
anhseribrd. Tt shows that Western Austra-
lia showd ~antinne to borrow in London in
its own name, which it will he able to do
wn futnre as in the past.

ffon Sir James Mitehell: I do not think
it will under the Financial Agreement

The PREMTER: I knew that was in the
mind of the T.eader of the Opposition.

More than
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Deficiency.

During the year the balanee of the un-
funded deficit was wiped off by the amounl
of £200,000 which was placed in suspense
for that purpose two years ago. That is
the £200,000 we reeeived from the Common-
monwealth as a disabilities grant. The
deficit unfunded at that date, amounting to
£157,540, has been transferred to the sus-
pense account and extinguvished, leaving a
credit balance of £42,460, After setting
off last year’s defieit of £26,466 against
the surplus of £28,245 in the previous year,
there remains a small eredit of £1,779 on
that account.

Railways, Tramways and Electricity
Supply.

The railways had a most satisfactory
vear. I need not stress the important part
the yailwavs play in the finances of the
State, They dealt with a record harvest
and it is only natural that in the cirenm-
stances the vear should also have been a
record one for the railways in both revenue
and expenditure, The total revenue for the
railways reached £3,843299 and the ex-
penditure amounted to €2,903,084. Con-
sequently, there was a substantial balanee
after meeting working expenses towards the
pavment of interest and sionking fund.
There was more than sufficient to cover the
interest charges, but not the sinking fund.
The capital account was also inereased and
now fotals £22,000,000. Thus about one-
third of ithe public debt of the State is
invested in our railways.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
worth far move than that.

The PREMIER: Yes, double that, T
should thinl.

Hon. Sir Jmnes Mitchell: Yes.

The PREMIER: The interest bill of the
railways amounts to £920,569 and the mile-
age now open is 3,977 miles. Con-
siderable additions were made to the
rolling stoek during the year and the work
of re-grading and hallasting was con-
tinzed. Full details are given in statements
Nos. 15, 23 and 24 of the operations on
working account for the vear. The tram-
ways business continues to increase. Both
earnings and operating costs were much
above those of the previous year. Earnings
were greater by £24408 and the expen-

They are
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diture increased by £18,5658. The earnines
per ear mile were higher and the
car mileage inereased by 193,000 miles.
At present there are approximately
361, miles of tracks open for traffie
The total eapital expenditure on the ftram-
ways has reached £1,060,247. Statement
No. 16 furnishes information of the opera-
tions during the past six years. The elec-
irieity supply continues to expand.  The
capital of this department is now £992,395.
New plant was completed during the year
and Ffarther extensions are being asked for.
There was an increase of 614 millions in
rhe units sold last year, and the department
showed a satisfactory profit of approxi-
mately £10,000.

Metropolitan Water Supply.

The metropolitan water supply is another
rapidly expanding undertaking, the capital
of which, including sewerage and drainage,
is £4,413,000, T am glad to say that much
of our summer trouble has heen overcome.
There has been a great improvement in the
supply and its consumption last year eon-
stituted a record. The Churchman’s Brook
reservoir has heen completed and many
lavge mains have becn laid. Further exten-
sions are being continued.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is it good
water?

The PREMIER: Yes, except for a little
eolonring in it, due to the rust in the pipes.
That eannet be avoided. .

Hen. Sivr James Mitchell: The rust has
anly started lately.

The PREMIER: All the new pipes being
laid are lined so that the next generation
will not have to put up with the discomfort
of discoloured water.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How many
pounds of rust to the square inch do you
get?

The PREMIER: I do not know. I wish
we could e¢harge for the rust, but T do not
think it registers in the meter,

Hon. G. Taylor: Ves, it does.

Mr. Lindsay: It is said to e good for
the human system.

The PREMIER: All the authorities
agree that the discoloration is not detri-
mental to the water, though it may be to the
work of the good lady responsible for the
washing, From the health point of view we
are informed that the rust is not harmful.
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Afzning.

The production of gold and other min-
erals, unfortunately, continues to decline.
The year's production was as follows:—

£
Gold 1,734,571
Coal . 407,967
Other minernls 19,800
Total .. £2,202,4237

This was less than the produection of the
previous year by £169427. I am pleased
to say that the ontlook for mining is better
than it has been for some years. With the
prospects at Wiluna and the experiments
that have been made in treatment on the
Golden Mile, there is to-day a degree of
confidence in mining eircles that has not
existed for many years. It is felt by the
people of the goldfields that the downward
trend has bheen arrested for the time being
at any rate. The continual deeline over
many years has had a very umportant
effect on the State's nffairs, while the much
reduced number of men employed in the
industry has affected all seetions of the
community, although people living in Perth
or in centres far removed from the gold-
fields may not he aware of that fact. 1t
has probably alse heen a factor in creating
the difficulty of finding employment for
many of our people. The number of men
engaged in the industrv has deelined con-
siderably, but at present there is a feeling
of stability that is very hopeful.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 pm.

Record Season.

The PREMIER : With regard to our agri-
cultural development, it is of course a mere
platitude to say that our future is largely
bound up in this direction, particularly in
the production of wheat and wool. As houn.
members are aware, the season was a record
one, and owing to the unfavourable season
in Eastern Australia, our State was last
yenr the bigrest producer of wheat in the
Commonwealth. The harvest totalled
35,134,156 bushels, or 5,112,540 bushels
above the previous record. That is a very
fine performance indeed.

Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: Tt is well to remember
at the same time that our sheep inereased
during the year by 1,000,000, the total in
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the State now being 8,447,750. The wool
production was 59525989 lbs, or over
9,000,000 lbs. above the highest previous
yield. That, too, was a very fine perform-
ance.

Dairy Produce.

It is partieularly pleasing to note that
dairying is improving. This is a direction
in which we have been somewhat backward
during the whole of our existence. Dairy
produce has inereased tenfold sinee 1914,
The figures are worth quoting. In 1914
there were 451,000 lbs. of butter produced,
and last year, 14 years later, the weight pro-
duced was 4,500,000, In the same period
the production of cheese increased from
1,675lbs. in 1914 to 164,000 in 1927, Bacon
mereased from 112400 lbs. in 1914 to
1,990,000 1bs. in 1927, These figures at a
glance will indicate the great advance that
has Leen made in our dairying industry in
the past 14 years. That is one of the diree-
tions in which it was essential the State
shonldl make progress, having regard for the
[arge amount of woney that goes out of the
State every year for dairy produce. With
the development of the groups, if fairly
settled, we should be within measurable dis-
tance of meeting our own requirements in
this direction, as we are doing in othor
directions.

Lands Department activities.

For the Lands Department the year has
heen a particnlarly busy one. ILand has
heen in greater demand than in any pre-
vious period. The area applied for under
conditional purchase was 3,165,579 acres.
Pastoral leases were applied for to the
extent of 15,509.452 acres. Considerable
progress has been made in the surveying of
blocks. A elassification of the country he-
tween Lake Hillman and the Geraldton-Cue
railway, and from Pindar to Ejanding, i3
proceeding. The land to be served by the
Mollerin  Eastward railway, the Bill for
which was recently passed through this
House, and from Lake King northwards to
Fast Kalgarin has been subdivided, and a
large area has heen thrown open. Altogether
extensive classifications and surveys are in
hand. Furthermore, 2,285 miles of wire net-
ting were supplied to settlers, all of which
indicates the development of the State,
especialty in the agricultural areas.
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Agricultural Bank.

The operations of the Agricultural Bank
were expanded considerably during the year.
The loans authorised amounted to £585,625,
and the advances to £539,054, bringing the
total of advances made by the bank since its
inception to £6.649,385. These figures will
serve to indicate the great part the bank
has played in the settlement and develop-
ment of our agricultural areas. The bal-
ances outstanding at the bank at the end
of the year were in principal £3,731,218,
and in interest £334,104, making a total
outstanding with principal and interest of
£4,065,323. Tlhe aunthorised capital of the
bank is 474 millions, and it will be necessary
during the year to increase it. It is the
intention of the Government to bring down
a Bill for a further authorisation of
£1,000,000 of capital.

Mr. Brown: Will the bank make advances
on light land?

The PREMIER: T cannot say, but I am
sure it will be a lower amount thaun on first
elass land. Is the hon. member thinking of
taking up land again? I think perbaps it
might be well if our farmers who are
alrendy established endeavoured to farm
light lands with their own eapital. It would
be better for them,

Mr. Brown: But there are poor people
taking up light land.

The PREMIER: I do not know that it is
desirable for poor people to take up light
land enly.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They want the
best land.

The PREMIER: Yes. They ecannot
afford to take the risk that a man whe is
established on the land can take.

Mr. Brown: Some of the best crops in
the Corrigin district have come off light
land.

The PREMIER: No doubt. In some
seasons we do get excellent crops off light
land, but it would not be wise to rush in
and say the farming of all light land is a
profitable venture for people without cap-
ital, who have no first-class land and only
light-class land.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You mnst give
them the best land you have got.

The PREMIER: We will need fo be care-
ful abont that.

Mr. Brown: Light lands do not cost so
much for clearing.

uy7

Mr. Mann: And they do not produce so
much.

The PREMIER: Yes, but there are han-
dicaps associated with light lands.

Mr. Griffiths: They are of such a varied
character.

The PREMIER: These handicaps may
perhaps more than balance the light eosé
of clearing. I do not think the hon. mem-
ber would advise new settlers without cap-
ital to rush into light land.

Mr. Brown: Many have no alternative,
because it is the only land they can get.

The PREMIER: It might be better to go
withont land than to rush into something
which can only mean failure. [ do not
think it is a wise alternative to do something
that is not justified.

Mr. Brown: It is at all events half a loaf.

The PREMIER: If the half-loaf proved
to be indigestible, and caused ill-health and
perhaps death, it would be better to leave
the half-loaf alone. That may he the case
with light land for those who have no
capital.

Mr. Brown: No. Some of our light lands
have grown beiter erops than have been
xrown on heavy land.

The PREMIER: Some of our light lands
sometimes will grow hetter erops than heavy
tand will sometimes grow.  There is no
doubt about that. It would be wise to go
carefully in that direetion,

Soldier Settlement Scheme.

The advances made last year under the
soldier settlement scheme amountied to
£107,225, bringing the total of advances
under the scheme to date to £5,816,244,
Repavments during the year totalled
£124,033, and sinee the inception of the
scheme they have amounted to £1,170,677.
The writing off nf bad debts has not yet
been finished, so that further losses may
he expected.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
good fund to weet any Tosses.

The PREMIER: Yes. Tt will be re-
membered that the Federal Government
appointed a Commission to inquire into the
losses on soldier settlement with a view to
viving velief to the State Governments.
The Commissioner was in this State some
little time ago and took evidence, but I
have not yet heard the result of bis investi-
gations,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We have a
good fund in hand.

Youn have &
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The PREMIER: In any case, soldier
settlement in this State has been fairly
sound in comparison with that in the other
States.  Practically all the States, par-
licularly Vicioria, have made tremendous
losses, and are seeking relief from the Fed-
eral Government.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And they will
get it, too.

The PREMIER: I think so., I am not
optimistic about Western Australia getting
very much as the result of the inqguiry that
has been made by the Federal (fovernment,
but I think Victoria will be able to make
out a good case, and possibly some of the
other States as well.

Mz, Grifliths; Qur soldier settlement
comes out on top of the lot.

The PREMIER: I think it does.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Easily.

The PREMIER: Of the soldiers who
liave been settled, most of those who are in
the wheat belt have done well, and many of
them exeeptionally well.

Alr, Lindsay: There has not heen much
" writing down in the wheat belt; I think
£16,000 in all.

The PREMIER: No, wherever there
have been unsueccessful soldier settlements
they have been in the South-West.

Mr. Sampson: There are some splendid
froit-growing soldier settlements in the
Piesse’s Brook area.

The PREMIER: I believe there are some
very good Dblocks there, Thoze who are
engaged in soldier settlement, whether here
or in the Eastern States, and are connected
with the dried fruit industry, have been
unfortunate. That is where heavy losses
have been made. This is partieularly no-
ticeable in South Australia and in Vietoria
on the soldier setflement along the Murray
River, owing to the low prices that have
obtained for such produce.

Mr. Sampson: And the dumping of Cali-
fornian dried frnits.

The PREMIER:
been very severe.

The competition has

Industries Assistance Board.

The Industries Asgsistance Board has
been continning as usnal, but we are not,
as I stated a few evenings ago, taking any
new clients. The amount advanced during
the year was £713,197, and the amount re-
paid was £994,013, so that the repayments
exceeded the advances by a considerable
sum, The tota] of the advances by the In-
dustries Assistance Board under the Aect is
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£12,086,604, undoubiedly a huge figure.
However, the State bas been repaid in
ather directions, Apart from that aspeet,
the total repayments {o the Board amount
io £10,676,102.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That monvy
bas all ereated wealth.

The I'EREMIER: Yes. There still
remaiz on the books of the Industries
Assistance Board balances amounting to
£1,697,616.

Bon, Sir James Mitchell:
voldier settlers.

Mr. Lindsay: It also includes other in-
dustries besides farming.

The PREMIER: Yes, but not to any
great extent.

Mr, Griffiths: Pearling, for instance.

The PREMIER: There has been a little
assistance to pearling, and a little to min-
ing, and some to secondary indnstries,

My, Mann: TProbably enough i{o account
for the deficiency.

The PREMIER: I think not. The ad-
vances in those directions have not heen
great. Mainly, the advances have been to
farming.

Mr. Lindsay: And to butter and hacon
Factories, freezing works and so on.

The PREMIER: Probably. It might
run into a couple of hundred thonsand
pounds, Certainly, the amount is not
great. Moreover, there have not been ad-
vances in those directions for the past two
years; or, at all events, very small advances.
Assistance has been given to secondary in-
dustries which it was #ought to establish in
the eity. Eventually the deficicney under
rhe Aet will be fairlv heavy, hut in the
cirecumstanees  in which the Industries
Assistance Board was established it was
almost inevitable that losses should oceur.
Indirectly at any rate, the increased wealth
produced will fully compensate the State
for any losses made. The Aet was essential,
and excellent work has heen done under it.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But for tha
Tndustries Assistanee Board the State would
have lost far more on Agricultural Bank
securities,

The PREMIER: The Industries Assist-
ance Board last year handled 3,000,000
bushels of wheat and this year assisted
settlers to crop 406,000 acres. Tn so far as
the board’s activities decrease, the beiter
will it be for the State and for all con-
cerned. On the whole we can congratulate
ourselves on having experienced a fairly
sneeessful and prosperous wvear. All the

That inclades
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indications are fairly set for another good
season, when we should easily increase our
wheat yield by a quantity equal bo last
year's increase, and our wool production
ghould also advance. (iven these things,
and the eareful expenditure of publie
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moneys to open up new areas for seftle-
ment and production, the future of the State
should be assured. I move the first Division
of the Estimates, namely—

Legislative Council, £1,700.

Progress reported.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 1927-28, COMPARED WITH THE ESTIMATE.

REVENUE, 2 <
The Treasurar's estimsts for the year was « 0,877,500
The actual amount recelved was .. v e e - e e BBOT 040
Or » total net overestimate of ... s fye e . . .- - 40,647
BXPENDITURE,
The Treasprer's estimate for the year was ... . e o ver o 9,848,897
The actual amonnt expended was o aea v e B83845
Or a net over-estimate of - - - .- e - - . . 8,082
DETAILS.
REvENTR, EXPENDITORE,
Hea
e, Qver- Under- Over- Under.
to, | Estimate. . Estimate,
£ £ £ £
Taxation—
Land Tax M e . 2,908 - -
Income Tax ... v e e ae . 68,403 .
Dividend Duty .“ .- .- 14,940 - .
Totalisator Tax " . “ “ hii . .
Stamp Duty ... . . e 75 . .
Prohate Dutby .., - . .- - 1,452 - .
Licenses - . e 437 -
Commonwealth .- - 1,304 .
Territorinl, etc.— )
Sandalwood e . vee 48,484 - o
Land ... . - 5,283
Mining ... - 2112
Timber ... - 41,453 .- -
Law Courts .- - .- . e 122 .
Mint ™ - P 840 . .
fpecial Acte—
Tnterest . R . . 1,267
Slnl:ll':gr thd . - - . 2,029 s
Pensions . - - - . 5,211
Dmﬁe&idu‘?ﬂ . s . 16,108 e
mental—
Pulhml:ntnry ' o . Tam - 8,!1)%
mier o . - . - ,
Treasurer - .- .- . 15,127 32,674
Minjster for Forestu e . 1,820 207
Minister for Lands, Im.mlgmhlon. and Industrlas . 8,805 5,950 .
Minister for Justice and Polics ... - .- 1,917 ,022 ..
Minister for Mines ... - .- 1,307 18,017
Minister for Agriculture .- . 2,151 1,620
Minister for Public Worke and Labour - 9,000 s 21,798 .
Ghiet Secretary . - 1,843 2,132
Min{ster for Edllﬁat.lon . . .- 315 6,497
Minister for Publlo Health ... - 3,488 1,817
State Trading Concerns ... .- e 10,756
Public Villitles—
Aborigines Cattle Station. 2,091 089
Albany Cold Stores - vee 250
Bunb Harbour Boal'd . 4,750 e vas
Fremantle Harbour Trust ... - 57 -
QGoldfields Water Snpply . 5,081 v e 3,860
Government Rae!rlgmtlng Worlnl 20
Kalgoortio A 265 228
Metropolitan Abattoirs - - 8,197 792
Metrapolitan Water Supply, eta. ... .- 20,000 479
Other Hydraulle Undertakings . 1,003 4,931
Perth City Morketa ... . 120 | 1
Raflways . 54,701 ' 20,416
Tramways . 7,438 | 2,435
Electriclty Snpply N 2,500 038
State Batteries . 1,321 1,067
Cave House - 72 786
Totals 218,078 147,331 _:l 08,007 87,025
Net Under Estlmates £80,847 i £8,982
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REVENUE.
STATEMENT oF RECEIPTS FEOM 1919-20 To 1927-28 anp ESTIMATE For 1928-29,

Bstl-

Hands. 1910-20, [1920-21, [1921-22, |1022-28, 1192324 .| 1924-25.| 1025.26,[1026-27. | 1027-28, B réeg.

TaAXATION— £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 2 £ £
Lapd Tax ... 46,415] 57,701f 42,640 70,088 71,440| 118,887) 145,8300 1474150 162,008 176,000
Income Tox « | 271,386! 234,320] 820,874) 390,008 502,265 478,0421 566, 527 828,8067| 825,000
Dividend Duty ... | 146,748 244,080 177,005 189,067, 216,395 287,467 265,895 275 613] 821,640| 310,000
Totallastor Tax ... | 45011 67,448 67.702] 64,4111 53810) 62905 54,528 54653 58,770 60,000
Stamp Duty v | 175,548| 177,404] 164,923 173,468, 194,176, 204108| 221,407 252,608| 270,756 288,020
Probate Daty ... | 121,081 42.¢08| 76,817 45007 “ea.pe0f 68114 84,635 ss 206 81,452 84,800
tenses - 10,248] 41020] 41,194) 54,658 67.004) 68027 eo,410| 71178 72.937] 76,500
Total ., su,wr| 955.ssa| 881,150/ 087,568 1,178,568(1,224,080(1,418,050(1,211,843(1,208,358!1,318,020
TERRITORIAL AND DR- -

PARTMERTAL—

Land .. .. | $80,740| 842,362| 888,720 811,360, 930,234| $34,100| 336,701| 850,631 305,282( 355,000

g .. | e4,050| 24,108 ‘22,029 10; 17,376 16,828] 16,306 16,680 18312 19,000
Royol Mint | Brsis| 23008 os4e0( 220m08] 14307] 24.204] 187281] 15,271) 15800 16,000
Ttmber ~ | 64010 70,7980 73i5%a| 72,005| 115,047 151,787( 188841| 188.602) 197.027| 174,600
De):’:.rtmanh.l Foen, | 001,724 808,861| 010/85711,046,000!1,086,279(1,208,24011,415,714[1,036,768 1,802, 548(1,607,683

@l
Law Courts .| 28497l 25210[ 28,558 23309' 80,070| 83,978| 97,568] 45,441 51,122| 53,000
Commonwaalth ... | 508,273| 508,834| 583,767 5sa,1ss| 585,728] 588,184 533.5101153 132| 200,081 811,448

Total . 1,600,0]2:1,888,176'1,980,010 .034.082;2.131,120 2,436,570@.601.701]8,*01.5243,030,712 3,026,529
PUOBLIO UTILITIES—

bour Boards ... 157687' 135, 470 178,188 223[ 224,850] .262,124] 245,288| 270,034| 205,807| 280,000
Rallwayn 2.215.426 oss,e 2,805 sssz,sas.s'msxso £04/8,834,00819,517,140(8,574,260|3,835,209]4,200,000
Tramways ... ... | 187,709 000 024 ¥ 5.402| 282.418| 287,774 295032 319,438| 332,000
Batterles ... . 40,087 69407 5?.063 56,801 39.235 17,518) 27,338] 21,021 "19198] 16.725
Avondale, Hm . . .

Bucklands, and
danooka Estates M8es( 12,0200 7,648 4,043 2,000 ...

‘Water Supply a.nd . .

Sewernge, eto. ... | 861,683 402,854| 400,151 416,083’ 424,835| 441,002 4689,610| 498,272) 528,712| 566,000
State Dalry Farm.. 2,844 9,260| 2,614 G a [ a I a
Botrlgernung Worh 3

82,198| 95,795 40,016 43,018) 32,120 24,689) 56,669 50,654 61,732 53,170
Oavulloue, ete. ... 11,078) 13;884| 14,482] 13676 18.680, 14,011| 18180 1é27e| 17,272 20,000
Electrioc Works a2p72| 05350 110,120] 125,085 1062,708| 1a6,887| 205,073 221.221| 247,440) 272,000
Buitar Factories .. 18,717| 27648 17,766| 17,187 17,810 18,329 X a5 ...

Total .. ... [8,174,0875,768,680{3,893,201 4,000,147]4,888,088/4,577,204 4,840,108(4,970,260/5,204,30€(5,730,605
TRADING QONCERNS ... | 175,605 187,342 152,047 135,755 122,818( 149,842; 148,247| 167,707 127,482 137,368
GEAND ToraL ... [5,863,501/6,789,58506,007,107'%7,207,40217,365,605 (8,381,340 8,808,166/0,750,883(0,907,948] 10022710

a, Included o Departmental,




[27 SepreMeER, 1928.] 891

[Return No, 8.]

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE FROM 192021 TO 1927-28, AND ESTIMATE FOR

1628.29,
Head, | 1920-20. 1931—22.' 1922-23. | 1093-24. | 1024-35 | 1926-26, | 2026-27, | 102725, | Eiotimate
£ 2 | s £ s £ g £ £
Special Acts .. ... | 2.418,605(2,644,600 2,702,708 (8,081,950 (3,862,720 (3,602,273 [3,602,450 3,490,083 (3,704,800

Porliscgentary and Execo- | 13,830 | 11428 | 12,258 | 11855 | 12,608 18,557 | 19,901 | 18,954 [ 14,000
ita !

Premier ... .. .. | o2408¢ [ 18185 | 16522 | 15420 18,798 | nes2e | 15516 | 15938 | 244m
Bls Excllency the Governaa] 2,845 | 2227 | 2168 | o856 | 2800| 2540 2608 2518] 2530

London Agency ... e 12,602 12,032 14,190 12,817 11,678 12,2568 12,572 13,844 13,280
Pudbllc Bervica Commis- 3,408 2,663 2,701 2,600 1,874 1,445 1,878 1,573 1,628
oner
Government Motor Cars ... 2,600 1,708 2,162 1,063 3,047 5,634 5,885 8,478 7,401
Printing ... . 73658 71,881 48,270 03,389 82,375 84,046 67,053 67,029 71,383
'.l‘o]t;lrlat. and Puoblisity " e - 1,570 1,788 | 1,934 2,183
nrest
Literary and Sclentlfic ... 8,900 8,250 I 9,250 9,250 9,200 9,707 1L,115 11,321 11,058
Treasary ... 11,607 14,900 14,677 13,882 18,160 18,518 18,516 18,830 20,5606
Audit . . 11,507 12,018 11,701 11,830 12,778 12,431 18,875 13,534 14,440
Compassionate Allowances 8,460 4,004 2,609 3,976 5,425 5,218 7441 5,501 1,807
State Savings Bank . 30,470 31,708 : 88,150 32,850 84,589 38,404 44,413 18,361 62,630
Govemnmeont Storea . 165,580 21,480 | 15,878 16,015 18,611 16,037 16,008 17,078 17,020
Taxatton ... .. .. | 888721 14486 | 19,200 | 13,885 | 14341 | 13987 | 50224 | a1z | 30,000
Workers’ Homes ... 4,048 6,047 11,366 12,963 12,014 12,650 13,722 17,212 17,854
Miscellaneous and B.aiunds 77,813 | 112,156 | 104,220 | 140,410 | 117,760 86,304 | 230,328 | 511,801 | 435,446
ﬂt%tgl Accident Insutance ae e e 2,650 3,104 3,650
OB
Counell of Industrial De- . 1,085 | near| Los8| 1188 | 1178 1215
velopment |
Commonwealth Gmnu e 865,005
Lands and Sarv 90,182 | 108,102 I 101,050 1 100.807 82,009 72,689 72,191 00,141 72,6539
Settlement for Soldiers tor 11,759 18,207 | 13,100 [* 0,787 o
Ag!icu:dunal Bank and LA, 53 134 61,018 88,804 88,8856 82,308 43,611 83,00 78,614 80,851
B

Groap Settlament ter e 8,401 9,865 9,243 10,825 12,878 14,075
I on 8430 | 5736 apod! 5728 | Bols 5

Mloes, Eﬂmﬂveﬂ. Goo- | 79551 | 67,010 67,617 | 63,002 | OL481{ 88492 | 86,160 | 102,008 | 104,975

Forests = ... .. .| 16120| 16430 | 15246 15835 | 17,86 | 23101 | 23102 24081 | 26445
Ao citure } | 06883 | 58978 | 56,308 | 59,057 | 632es| 78,865 | 7rves | 8581 | odss2

cmwn Law and Branchvs | 87,088 | 78,077 | 70,810 | 82,384 | s0715 | 81,032 | 04238 | opo21 | 87433
ollce v e | AT4820 | 178,005 | 175,332 | 180,070 | 187,240 | 200,450 | 215,508 | 220,511 | 228,712
Pobie Works 1 o 123,088 | 08,587 | 76,042 | 87220 | 80,539 | 82,888 | 88071 | 89,068 | 113,001
Labour 5,985 | b5251| T.415| 10,208, 12,310 | 14432
Omes of Chief Sumwy 37,718 | c34.814 | 32,277 | 27,110 | 28,584 | ¢20308 | ¢30.478 | 31,185 | £ 30,867
28 ... 10,423 | 10,244 6,108 68,623 8,800 4,815 8,662 1 11,026 | 12,976

Fian il Trh4e | 6377 67807 GAl4l 5485 | 6211 f4a48 ! 5385 | 6,888
Gaols i au| osess | zeoss | 24022 | 23108 | 28,388 | 23351 | 25400 | 2a712] 28401
Harbour and Light aud 22470 | 22073 ) 20466 | 20213 | 21,000 | 22200 | 2082 | 22420 28,104

Lann 97,422 | B9,840 | 87847 888153 | ©7.085; (04687 | 102,858 | 101,018 | 106,805
Ghntltaand&hu(}hﬂdrau 88,281 03,6083 95,028 08,623 | 100,400 | 100,220 | 108,425 | 106,352 | 109,628

Medieal and Health .. | 107,640 | 180,008 | 181,277 | 181,018 | 106,357 | 205,679 | 108,805 | 200,904 | 206,178
Education 490,180 , 558,020 | 568,183 | 580,648 | 585,465 | 595,209 | 647,001 | 668,885 | 678,604
De T ent of the North- 270 2,042 | 20,080 | 21,813 19,005 [ 23220
Total, Dapactmental... |2,012,520 (2,040,278 |2.0M.554 2,127,848 12,176,704 (2,170,149 (2,705,715 2,772,055 (2,786,062
PoBL1g UTILITIES, ! :
Aborigines Cattle Stntion 11,814 12,030 10,560 7,043 8,074 | 6,232 7,254 6,079 7,158
Butier Factorles ... - 20,503 15,078 168,433 16,807 13,088 © 14,873 ,537
‘Water Supply 284,405 | 281,848 | 275,447 | 283,508 | 284,162 | 291,058 | 200,010 ; 307,184 | 318,520
Refrigerating Works etc 28,570 | 81,647 | 24,007 24,558 | 25070 | 31,180 | 92,502 | 30,120 33,
B.nuways . 2,427,075 12,337,301 (2,210,851 12,307,380 (2,381,760 2,619,712 |2,884,728 2,003,084 3,125,000
Tram: ... | 108,284 | 202,005 | 207,542 | 285878 | 229,362 ' 4,332 | 284,508 253,085 | 260,000
Elecl.rlcitty Snpply 83,088 05,784 81,557 | 118,154 | 136,731 | 147,034 | 172,000 | 191,467 | 200,000
State 08,221 084,801 72,149 35,889 25,859 28,215 20,317 27,712 27,105
Cave Housa . 13,115 | d14,176 | 418,841 | 414,412 | d14 610 14,379 14.,139 14,815 14,825
Avondale, Harvey, nnd Yan- 6,022 3, 982 | 1, 8?8 1,702
danookn Estates

Total, Fublle Utilltles 13,145,173 3,050,815 i2,925,025 3,033,819 3,000,196 i3,288,710 8,478,094 13,733.520 3,004,658
7,574,058 (7,753,702 ‘7.744,372 8,242,615 8,578,710 10,051,128 l9.877,159 ‘9,095.044 10,423,4;3
189,4

Lesg Debates, ete. .., 87,747 | 114,480 | 131,514 | 147,783 | 138,866 | 143,817 | 154,571 | 181,220
Total ... o |7,476,201 i7.639,242 }7.812,85! !8,094,752 ’8,439,84& IS.ODT,SUD i9,122,588 ;0,834,415 10,317,010

a Inclades tranafer from Miscellanaous. b Includes £45,071 for loss on operations Royal Commission Control
of Trade. ¢ Includes , Friandly Socleties, Cormspondence Despatch, and Observatory, and Labour Buresa,
d Tncludes Tourlst and Publicl y
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STATEMENT SHOWING ANNUAL SURPLUSES AND DEFICIENCES OF CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND, ALSO ANNUAL AGGREGATE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEARS 160001
TO 1927-28.

Annual Aggregato,
Year. Revenue. | Expenditure.
Sorplus, | Deficiency. | Surplus. Deficiency,
Bslence, 30th £ £ £ £ £ £
June, 1800 ... 12,372
190001 we | 3,078,033 3,185,244 87,211 vei 74,839
1801-02 «e | 8,688,049 3,400,026 198,023 123,184
180203 -~ | 3,630,238 3,621,783 108,475 231,650
1903-04 | 8,660,016 3,608,311 148,206 83,364
180405 - | 3,015,340 3,745,226 120,886 48,621
1805-08 ... | 3,668,939 3,832,318 . 73,379 . 118,900
1906-07 w | 8,401,354 | 3,400,183 88,826 208,720
1907-08 we | 3,376,641 3,379,008 e 2,365 res 211,004
1908-09 o | 3,207,014 3,308,561 101,537 312,631
1600-1910 ... | 3,857,670 3,447,731 209,939 102,692
1910-1911 ... | 3,860,439 3,734,448 115,991 13,200
1911-1912 ... | 3,066,673 4,101,082 134,408 121,110
1012-1913 ... | 4,506,660 4,787,064 190,408 311,515
19131814 ... | 5,205,343 6,340,764 135,411 440,028
1914-1916 ... | 5,140,726 8,706,641 665,816 1,012,742
1915-1916 ... | §,3G6,978 5,705,201 348,223 1,360,965
19161817 ... | 4,677,007 5,270,764 s 699,767 2,060,722
1817-1018 ... | 4,622,636 5,328,279 705,743 2,766,466
1918-1919 .., | 4,044,851 5,606,366 652,015 3,418,480
i1916-1920 ... | 5,863,501 6,531,726 668,225 4,086,705
1920-1921 ... | 6,789,686 7,476,291 686,726 4,773,430
1821-1922 ... | 6,907,107 7,630,242 732,136 5,606,665
1022-1923 ... | 7,207,492 7,612,856 406,364 e 5,810,929"
1023-1024 ... | 7,865,585 8,004,753 o 229,168 8,140,087
1924-1925 ... | 8,381,448 8,439,844 e 58,393 6.193.486
1025-1926 ... | 8,808,168 8,907,300 00,143 6,297,628
19268-1927 ... | 9,750,833 9,722,688 28,245 6,209,383
1927-1928 ... | 9,807,949 9,834,416 26,466 6,205,849
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SYNOPSIS AND BALANCE SHEET AT 30rz JUNE, 1928, AND PREVIOUS YEARS.

—_ 1924, 1925, 1024, 1927, 1028,
£ 6 d. £ s d £ s d £ 8. d, £ a4
GanslidtedBlal:vkmF a | o000 00 : L 48000 0 0 2 LTTB 17 4
01144 enue L+ nee e e »
- Fuouod ... e we | 0,331,624 0 O 10,007,500 12 & 10,652,029 7 3] 9,120,810 O O 811 2 8
gen Ia{#h Futnd e 2,046,007 11 § 571485 & 7 114,865 12 11 "
ustratian B M . . an ran e
Btats Saﬂg! Bank . De- 5,067,686 12 8| &078,002 3 9 6.460.384 14 1| 6,986,810 0 0 7,698,784 14 B
yiii: ) mmnlu m.
Trt :ld B 230,000 0 O 275,000 0 0 290,000 0 0 200,000 0 0 285000 0 0
Deponlt Aeenun - . . .
generally c.p? . 2,037,985 11 7| 2,018,258 18 11| 3,450,401 10 2| 8,855,660 O | 4,832,084 2 1
20,752,048 16 9 10,760,176 1 8] 21,418,271 13 4| 20,261,880 O 0) 21,678,458 16 1
l'.ncx.tm ts 16,226,68' 5| 16,800,165 1 &| 18,350,203 10 1| 17,315,268 0 0/ 17,881,787 19 1
vestmen! wne asw o 'y [l ]
fitores on hand 810,288 181 W04 B 3| 725,078 © O 'B26,418 0 0| 03484615 7
Treasurers' Advance, lnd other
Advanoes ... e 214,842 17 D 201,600 11 8 582,347 ¢ 1 438,686 0 0 845,174 6 10
General Loan Fund . o 202,936 0 0 947,260 17 7
Cash in hand—
Tmsurym y certll - .- 4,128 1 1% , 22,541 4 11 s 16949 12 7
.t lcates e . e e
General Account with Bank 614,804 5 0O 811664 © 4 780,651 13 10 170,856 O | °. 287, 555 5 9
State Savings Bank Account 476,508 2 4 516,703 16 10, 820,151 8- 8 207,049 0 0O 361, 580 4 6
Fized Deposiis with Bank . . - 300,000 0 O 250000 o0
Government of Sonth Austraiia . e 00,000 0 9
Government of V¢ . 250,000 0o 0
‘Eastern States - 197,439 18 11 20,100 16 £ 151,967 16 3 90,957 0 0 105,258 17 4
London e 8,780 17 10 12,164 3 1 2,052 811 2,187 0 O 4,871 1 0
Remittances and Dratta in
trgnaili 2086 2 9 2868 17 3 37.145 81,85 0 0 SLD068 7 B
Conslidated Hevenuo Fund 2058 382 156 1 53,397 0 ¢ 4| 129,296 0 0 .
Deoficlsncy Acoount ... 141 363 7 6 403,509 17 10/ 15,892
Buadry Deblors, eto, [ .538 8 2 2.248 11 2| 7,800 17 0 128,452 0 O 145,761 7 B
20,762,048 15 O 10,760,17¢ 1 B‘ 21,418,271 13 4| 20,261,880 0 0] £1,678,468 18 1
i

n £2,340,000 incorporated with Geperal Loan Fund.

(Return Neo, 6.]

¢. £10.000 Incorporated with Genermn! Loan Fund.

b £1,465,000 Incorpornted with tho General Loan Fund.

STATEMENT SHOWING RECEIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTH FROM 1909-10 TO 1927-28.

. Interest on
Payment | Spesial | py;eferred | Dissbilities
Year. per Hea.d. ltjgy%wzt Propertissat| Grant. ~ Total.
*%* | 8% per cent.
|
£ £ £ £ £
1909-10 ee [ . 703,7230 e Nil o i 703,723
1910-11 e o 569,678a e Nil 669,678
1911-12 ee " . 385,614 232,265 40,6848 638,627
1912-13 . 342,591 222,554 30,465 635,610
1913-14 e . 400,855 212,751 27,358 640,984
1914-15 e .- 403,772 203,127 24,388 . 631,287
19156-16 s es .- 398,076 103,644 24,485 .- 616,105
1016-17 . .- o 386,008 183,974 24,485 - 594,467
1617-18 - . 386,779 174,350 38,110 o 609,239
1918-19 391,809 164,698 29,163 .- 585,608
1919-20 - v 414,068 154,937 20,268 .- 598,273
1920-21 . . v 419,448 145,287 29,099 593,834
1921-22 - . . 418,068 135,738 29,083 b83,767
1922-23 - . . 428,193 126,038 28,965 583,186
1923-24 s e e 442,269 116,301 27,153 685,723
1924-25 e . es 455,155 106,589 26,391 © 588,135
1925-26 s vee . 466,220 86,890 28,391 e 588,610
192¢-27 aen e .- 473,432 87,207 28,688 565,305 1,153,132
1927-28 e . ... | b 483,288 25,775 300,000 809,001
Totals ... . | 8,388,851 2,666,248 487,785 865,905 | 12,298,789

a Surplus Revenue returned.

b Special payment under States Grants Act.
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LOAN AUTHORISATIONS AND FLOTATIONS.

£ £

Authorisations to 30th June, 1927 . 79,072,629
Do. 1927-28 ... s . aen . aee . . 05,014,991

Total Authorisations ... e 84,087,820

Flotations—

Qeneral Loans ... s ... 46,678,253
Local Debentures vee 10,741,400
Local Inscribed Stook ... e 11,270,457
Treasury Billa ... . . 1,118,304
'.'l.‘maaury Bonda and Inzeribed Stook under Daﬁcmncy Acts ... .. 0,329,487

Commonwealth Advencss - 5,564,940 ——

Balance available for Flotation 3,484,770

Actual Loan Indebledness—
Gross Debt on 30th Jupe, 1927 e .. 70,608,175

Flotation during year—
Ingeribed Stock, London, & per oent.. we 3,000,000
Troasury Bonda ... e . s e s w 135,937
Local Treasury Bills 11,625

I.ocal Inseribed Stock (6 and 5} per cent.) ... w 401,105
“iﬂ per cent.)—Commonwealth Loans ... ... e 1,099,701

Com.monw th Advance (Migration and Wire Netting) ... v 1,368,305
76,622,038
Less Redemptions—
Dobentures, Loana, 18814 (Crown Aganta). 4 per cent. ... . .- 6,600
Treasury Bonds ... e e - o e 70,200
Treasury Bills ... . e e ver 70,639
Debentures (Commonwealth, from Smkmg Fund) v am 47,735
—— 195,174
76,427,764

—
Sinking Fund (as on 3lst Marck) ... v - . . e ree 8,800,080

Net Indebtedness, 30th June, 1928 - 87,628,684

£ a d.

Net Public Debt per head of Population on 30th June, 1928 188 16 O
Do. do. 160 14 1
Do. do. do. 1926 es ves e e 168 4 4
Do. do. do. 1926 ... 148 2 2
Do. do. de. 1924 ... 148 7 6
Do, do. do. 1923 ... s v . 142 9 6
Do. do. do. 1922 .. 137 1 o
Do. do. do. 1921 .. . *124 156 11
Do. do. do. 1920 ... 119 7 3
Do. do. do. ) 3] 1 S 114 7 0
Do. do. do. 1818 ... [ Jo e 118 0 8
Do. do. do. 1017 .. sar e e 116 &5 &
Do. do. do. 1918 ... .sa aue . 109 19 @
Do. do. do. M5 ... o . e 101 12 10
Do. do. do. 1814 ... vou s aen 4 411
Do. do, do. 1913 ... e s e 85 17 2

* Nore.—Compared with the previous year, £2 16a. 113. of the inorease is due to an adjustment
in the figures of the population at the Censua,

& Inclndes surplus of £55,821, under Treasury Bonds Deficiency Act, 1024,
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LOAN FLOTATIONS, DEBT AND EXPENDITURE ON 30m JUNE, 1828

Actual

Works and Services. Flotations. | Indebtedness| Actnal Casb
on Works. spe
£ £ £
Railways, Tramways, and Eleo’oncxt.y Supply e | 25,139,491 | 24,453,074 | 23,743,851
Harboura and Rivers ... .. | 5,534,208 5,264,302 5,126,795
Goldfields Water Scheme ... .. ... .. .| 29808078 721,751 2,680,824
Water Supply Generally ... .. .. .. .| 4,203,002 { 4,280,618 | 4,007,597
Sewerage " e | 1,748,287 1,745,657 1,691,630 -
Erection of State Batteries and Treatment Plants 835,030 334,601 310,617
Development of Goldfields ... ... .. o aee b 2,179,492 2,152,640 2,033,479
Development of Agriculture ... .| 8,888,087 8,835,660 | 43,813,886
Agricultural Group Settlement we s eee | 5,799,048 | 5,700,048 | 6,340,289
Asgistance to Settlers we | 2,878,508 2,879,508 2,609,092
Agricultural Bank ... v s e e .| 868,865 | 3,168,868 | 8,030,000
fand Settlemoent for Soldlars vee ven wen .| 7,839,917 7,011,337 7,751,706
College of Agricnlture - va 57,324 57,324 51,878
Purchase of Wire Netting for Settlem 117,775 117,776 158,504
Workers' Homes—Working Capital 688,324 589,324 875,600
Telegrapha - 276,724 214,354 260,308
Roads and Bridges ... ..  cee e wee .| 1,451,008 | 1,420,958 | 1,262.336
Public Buildings ... | 1,386,818 1,375,362 1,418,844
Immigration ... e s e ae e e 64,216 64,210 b 66,392
Btata Hotels oo vee v see aee e e 81,730 91,730 94,585
State Steamships 860,012 899,012 1,171,091
State Saw Mills 323,704 323,794 325,608
State Implement Works ee . e ver e 153,656 153,668 168,270
South Perth Ferries ... 24,447 24 447 12,967
Stats Milk Supply ... .. e e e e 4,690 4,590 4,408
State Brickyards 81,656 61,865 50,496
State QUALTIES ... ... v e et e e 28,366 28,366 26,002
State Fish Sup E .. 3,286 3,286 3,162
Crawley, Dalieit: and Hu.rvey Estates. Abongmea Sta-
tions, Avon Va.lley WNative Station, Savoy House, Pur.
ohase of Land at Nedilands, Purchase of Houge for Resi-
dence of Agent General, and Site at Po:nt Heathoote
for Mental Reception Home ... as 131,441 131,441 117,487
Btores and Stock Suspense Accounts er . e 216,248 216,248 226,600
Miscellaneous ... Jo - 187,621 187,436 204,041
Wyndham Freezing Worlm (Workmg Capltal) et 388,602 38,602 286,014
Figheries s 12,208 12,208 11,806
Carnarvon Meat Works s e . 46,624 46,624 45,000
72,324,400 _ | 68,149,323 | 69,767,032
Redemptions .., 4,175,077
Cost of Rmi - 2,768,239
Estimated further proceede London Lonn 711,264
Leas Balance General Loan Fund .. 022,125
72,324,400 | 72,324 400 | 72,324,400

a Inoludes £717,877, expended on Wyndbham Freezing Works. b An additional smount of
£426,638 was axpended upon Agricultural Immigration from Development of Agriculture,

RECONCILIATION WITH PUBLIC DEBT (RETURN

Indebtedness sa above ...
Loeal Inscribed Stook, issued under Agmultuml Bnnk Act,
for conversion of Mortgage Bonds oo
Issues under Treasury Bonds Deficiency Aot .
{ssuea under Insurance Companies Act, 1918
Treasury Bills under Loan Aot 1923 msued for pa.yment
of arvears of interest

Gross Public Debt o

No 8).
£
68,149,323
1,566,000
8,329,487
295,000
87,064

£76,427,764



[Return No. 9.]

LOAN EXPENDITURE FOR 1927-1928 COMFARED WITH FPREVIOUS YEARS.

{Exclusive of Loan Suspense Expenditure.)

Undertakings. 1927-28. | 1926-27. | 1025-26, | 1924-25, | 102324, } 19z22-238, | 1921-22. 1920-21. 1018-20, | 1018-19. | 1017-18. | 1016-17,
. ' £ £ £ £ £ g £ £ £ £ £
Railwnys, inoludin Lnnd B.esumpt.lons 806,805 | 642,226 | 642,854 | 534,103 | 661,988 | 519,657 | 923,208 { 145,724 75,786 | 154,720 | 181,894 | 246,004
Tramways—Perth 75,247 82,444 16,380 20,671 57,815 057 05,635 34,410 7,478 7,280 07 20,445
Elsctrio Power St.ut.lon 89,304 | 104,762 | 110,540 60,801 31,7117 87,761 | 184,345 18,783 17,850 386 23,608 61,083
F'g::::ﬂ: goardl:oau;d\ogﬁh e s 113,054 62,852 $6,639 56,437 | 87,801 42,726 40,009 486,080 51,855 i6.3¢5 42,440 40,004
Harbours and Rivers generally .. ... 197,601 | 128,635 | 163,704 | 124,676 | 101,192 77,414 42,632 72,245 80,822 | 23,603 42,486 72,854
Sewernge—Perth and Fremantla - 120,430 | 108,414 | 109,801 | 114,708 94,762 47,190 1 91,348 19,438 " e 16,167 11,050
Water 3upp! 452,807 | 338431 | 568,670 | 635,407, 805,003 169,667 | 106,231 | 194,172 40,116 48,636 | 53,030 66,426
g);:':l%p:;g of Bfg;g::ﬁg:m 81,816 87,508 84,079 85,781 - B4e21 |- 04,618 | 43,880 43,002 92,581 16,182 10,661 10,820
.y aen e T T san ame e e ~an. —as
Development of Agriculture e 67,001 51,288 | 127,820 | 100,628 ' 74,041 91,852 63,602 | 73,075 | 113,807 | 188421 | 156,083 | 160,488
Assistance to Setu?;'s e Tl 1200859 | B4BEO | 10784 . 102710 | 641,546 | 400) 74674 | 31,896 %‘,4 4D, nvg:m s
Agricultural Gmu}) Settlement ... ... . | 1,122,828 ( 1,428,486 | 1,335,000 | 1,124,262 . @22,010 ; " 508,808
Land Sut.tlement or Soldiers . 174,921 920,247 98,640 78, 968,132 988,014 | 1,627,004 | 1,047,772 248,910 .
College of Agriculture 25,850 5,049 16,508 . o
{mmigratlon ... 11,208 7,148 1 11,209 8,278 12,024 5,205 1,867 1,107 2,302
gﬁlﬂ:’;n“tgrzlt %‘ﬂﬁ‘ﬁ‘i’i&'ﬁ osa&lt.%:m llgg:ga 220,611 | 257,072 | 204,027 | 206,410 13,616 | 151,825 | 118,286 TS,48 | 25,000 93,105
%aua:kmhmjpsﬁ Wik mmw v 178,353 04,980 . 6,668 | 200,000 10,000 '14.591 - C " 409
Orl - e . - e s ron s e
SawMillh T . o0 | I " : 45,808 T 214
State Hotels ... 963 960 1424 2890 3,108 8,858 5,058 5707 1,708 |} 1y | 580
Asﬂeult.uml Implemuntq Works 25,000 ne00 | L . 0020 | 1572 MU L 1,282
er‘:lky e . 9.537 1,712 7,600 1 - 141 706 1,826 1,165 ! 20
State ¥ish Supply . — oo - - e I A 131
Pablle Bumung. . 117,488 77,705 01,140 , 88,505 18,680 44,440 24,003 10,602 21,870 |' 17,638 23,350
Roads oud Bridgss .. = .. .. 134.911 06,885 92,608 77,744 | 34,881 12,566 | 82121 | 14,719 ,231 | 2.473 z.gg;
Parth-. mAanf B,oad men e e e . i an ner . vk . ]
Purchiss of Plant and Stock {Suspense Accmmt) 50,000 e 30,600 30,000 10,000 . 54,000 . . R e
Fremantle Read and Rallwey Bridge ... 847 . . 18 1 kL] 108 2,482
Sundries 014,264 | 523,108 18,901 25,140 23,280 18,802 9,710 7.841 3,089 2,262 17 1,728 2,876
Wy:&mm Freexlng Worka—Worlung mpiw i‘ - 14 ae,ogg iaro log,m 100,000 .
Urgsnt Minor Works theonghout the North-West 3770 L714 5,708 1 5,079 - - .
Purchase of Site at Point Heathoote for Manml I
Home e . o1 7,088 .- . e . e e
Purchase of Avon Valle at.lve Bt.a.blon 368 8,450 - . . e
Reconatruction Canning . 75,702 - . .- . e .
Totals o | 4,880,260 | 4,118,054 | 4,078,086 | 4,009,021 | 5,095,385 | 5,580,200 | 2,454,025 | 2,586,404 | 2,803,320 | 1,000,788 | 1,084,178 | 880,183

@ Includes Loans to Local Authoritles for erection of Country Hospitals, ate,, £10,579.

b Includes Loaps to Local Anthorities for erectlon of Country Hoepitals, etc., £21,086,

966
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[Return No. 10.]

[27 Sepremesr, 1928.]

997

PUBLIC DEBT AND SINKING FUNDS.

Sinking Fund a8 at 3let

Loan. March, 1928,
T Remarka.
. to s
Year. Amount. | Maturity. ber cone. Aocnmulation.
LoaNS CARRYING SINE-
ma Foups.
Inscribed Siock,
£ £ e d.
1899-1915 ... 998,353 1934 1 847,713 14 4 | Controlted by Crown Agents.
Stoak issued for conversion of
Deobenturcs.
1896 e 1,600,000 1935 1 870,720 7 6
1867-1900 ... 3,500,000 1936 1 1,837,231 12 &
1897 1,100,000 1938 1% 982,010 12 11 | G.B.R. Purohase.
1000-1902 ... 680,000 1836 1 205,709 16 7
1802-1905 ... 2,600,000 1935 1 1,028,740 7 4
1907-1908 ... 2,000,000 1947 1 589,341 5 10
1809 1,445,000 18565 ¥ 175,079 17 &
1810 .. 1,342,000 1966 ¥ 160,480 7 4
1911 . 1,660,000 1965 3 261,921 16 6 5 Iseued for redemption on
£1,876,000 stock; balance
taken from Sinking Fund.
1612 . 1,000,000 1960 S 91,880 3 &
1912.1914 ... 6,000,000 1962 % 485,778 6 8
1916 . 140,000 1938 3 62,047 10 0 | Sinking Fund representas pre-
miums paid on Assurance
Polioy for redemption of prin-
tipal amount of & per ocent.
Stook issued for purchase of
M. “ Kangaroo."
1922 - 2,000,000 1946 & 18,015 18 4
1920 . 1,500,000 | 1940 X 33611 8 7 i
1922 .| 3,000,000 1040 3 51,326 8 1 |) Isewed for redemption of Local
. Stook ; £172,407 was teken
1923 | 3000000 | 1965 3 18,008 17 3 from the Sinking Fund.
1926 520,327 1975 3 160,268 €& 9 Iaaémd kI‘m- rademption of Looal
toc
1926 . 1,541,149 1952 b
1925 - 452,265 1975 i b }Gonlmonwealth Overseas Loan.
Local Inscribed Stock.
1912 . 370,790 1932 3 91,662 7 &
1913 .- 207,045 1934 3 32,046 8 1
1916 . 78,185 1836 13 30,047 3 b
1913 - 309,130 1933 ¥ 44,602 13 7
1914 1,566,000 1964 ¥ 108,734 16 1 Iss;ed onder Agricultural Bank
ot.
1922-1926... | 1,490,135 | 1928/38 3 366610 5 4
1922 e 164,950 | 1927/32 $ 5,714 110
1923 .. 306,345 | 1928/33 3 8,869 15 1
1923 e 126,349 1933 3 13,937 16 2
1923 756,000 1943 3 210,168 13 1
1023 225,400 | 1029/34 3} 57,566 14 9
1926 654,100 | 1931 ¥ 66,746 10 7 }Isaued for redemption of Looal
1923 260,000 | 1947 ¥ 751 14 10 Stock.
Treasury Bonds and .
Inscribed Siock. Oader Trea Bonds Dafi
28,728 14 4 | Under sury Bon eficienoy
1017-1926... | 6,704,820 ... 3 { A e O e tamey
up to thirty years.
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(Return No. 10—continued.]

PoBLIO Dnm‘ A¥D Slmo FUHns—mmnwd

Si Fund as at 3lst
Loan. “ March, 1028,
— Remarks.
Y A | Maturity, | Bate i
ear. mount. aturity. per cent, Acoumulation.
LoAXS CABBYING SiNg-
a Fuxps,
1918 Debentures. £ 8. 4.
1919 697,000 | 1927° |. .. } 60,668 18 @
1872-1888 .., 106,803 1840 [~ & 2,283 2 8
4,200 .. 1 1,780 7 4 | Redeomable by Annuoal Draw-
‘ inga; Controlled by Crown
1026 B " Agenta. ‘
1,200 1036, |1 - & 4656 4 9 | Issued for redemption of Looal
1923 st : -l ) Btock.
1923 o 61,687 1842 R 3 l7b6 7 0
1926 750,000 1946 3 N
Various .. | 1,538,684 | 1975 1 b }M'gmmm Losns.
109,193 e ¥ b
Varipus ... BaraNce or DEBT. | - :
24,891,854 Various en . Consisti of Local Insoribed
' |— Stook {£4,496,966), Debentures
Aoccrubd - Sinking (£6,645,077), Insoribed Btock
Fdnd' . | 9,124,125 15 11 London (£8,479,673), Issues
Less wdvances by i under the Treasury DBonds
: Westminster Bank | 225,045 14 2 Deficiency Acts  (£624,667),
Total Debt e for which Sinking Funds have
76,427,764 8,899,080 1 9 not commented, Treaeury Bills
Previona - {£1,118,304), which CAITY no
yoar's totals Sinking Funds, and Common-
70,606,175 e ul 8,766,936 11 & wealth Advances, Soldiers’
Increase on - Settlement, £4, 626 009, and
¥ear .. . Wire Netting, £101,158.
a 5,821,689 | Increase ... 142,144 10 4 | Nore.—Thsse Loans are now sub-
ject to Sinking Fund under the
Financial Agreement and the
chargesl hav; been made ac-
cordingly and are awaiting pay-
t ment to the Trustees.
a Consisting of— £
Treasury Bonds ... - 428
Commonwealth Advances (Mlgra.tlon‘,l 1,287,147
Commonwealth Advances (Wire Nettmg) - 101,158
Local Inscribed Stock e 401,105
Inseribed Stock, London ... 3,000,000
Debentures, Commonwealth Loan—London v 490,000
Do. _do. New York ... 575,362
Do. do. Australia ... . 99,738
5,934,938
Less— £
Debentures (London) redeemed 6,600
Treasury Bills (Net) . . - 50,014
Inscribed Stock (London) . . 47,735
113,349
Net Increase .. £5,821,689

b Sinking Fund held by National Debt Sinking Fund Trustees was ut.lhsed for
redeeming & Loan to the extent of £47,735.
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[Return No, 11.] '

SINKING FUND AND INVESTMENTS.

ANALYSIS OF FUND.

Contributions from Revenune ... .- e .
Lnterost on Investments . e
Discounts on Purchases, less Brokera.ge, ,xpanaoa, and Prermums on Purohases

Leas atilised for Redempbions e
Total of Fund, 3lst March, 1028 ... -

999

£

6,876,428
o 4,393,331
" 1,098,680

12,368,443
e 3,469,363

8,899,080

e e

Nominal Value,

INVESTMENTS.
Maturity. Kate,
1935 .. o we | 3 per cent.
1936 ... e | 3 por cent,
1935 ... o | 34 per cent.
1927-1947 ... | 34 per cent.
Western Australian | 1935-1955 «« | 3% per cont.
Stocks 1940-1960 ..o | 33 per cent.
1942-1962 ... | 4 per cent.
. 1930-1940 .. | B} per cent.
1930-1940 .+ | 6 per cent.
1935-1945 o . ... | & per cent.

1935-1965 e - . | 43 per cont.
1943-1975 5 per cenz.

i

Western Australian

[ 8, d.
1493943 2 5
454,003 8 3
1,570,178 13 0
547,349 10 10
1,091,196 4 10
108,042 4 8
1,034,817 2 3
445,106 16 7
251,600 0 O
241,138 156 6
276,137 11 1
222,738 12 10

Debentures ... 1939 .. .. | 44 per cent, 8,205 0 0
Total ... 7,783,696 2 11

Other Stocks—Crown Agent's Investments 841,190 10 3
Viotoria, 4] per cent. e . . 80,721 1 @
New Scuth Wales, 5 per cent. . 347,367 10 7
Paymenta on Assurance Policy towards redcmpl::on £l IU,OOO 62,047 10 0
Cash ... vee e - 8,304 0 8
9,124,125 15 11

Tess Advances by Westminster Bank, Ltd. 225,045 14 2

Total Sinking Fund .

[36]

8,800,080 1 9
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[Return No. 12,)

Year,

1911-12
19E2-13
1913-14
1914=15
1915-16
1916~17
191718
1918-1.
1919-20
192021
1921-22
1922-23
1923-24
1924-25
192526
1926-27
1927-28

Totals

" {ASSEMBLY]

SINKING TUND AND DEFICIT.
Intercst and e
. Discount . [ncrease in ‘ligit
Contribu- X Total Redemp- At
tiona, {le;s;f;;lacr- Accreiions. tions. S;r:fl?:;'“ Yggr.
Expenses).
£ £ £ £ £ - £

var 245,274 136,148 381,422 7,600 373,022 134,409
e 244,555 153,756 ! 308,311 | 7,700 390,511 19v,404
. 250,100 140,558 200,658 7,900 382,758 135,411
258,792 126,193 383,955 | 5,200 376,785 565,8)7
. 265,457 206,842 42,200 12,755 130,544 1‘ 348,224
.. 250,583 239,445 520,328 7,600 612,728 699,757
. 106,732 237,405 ' 544,187 9,300 534,887 6,743
e 319,101 257,457 76,308 8,400 568,158 ' 632,014
e d 319,602 386,528 06,320 - 12,200 694,120 668,225
22776 460,761 | 504,088 ! 1300 792,738 . 686,725
322,130 4 16,0066 738,196 9,600 728,506 732,135
242,319 351,879 | a04,108 183,307 410,891 105,364
225,644 377,471 603,120 | 10,600 592,520 260,158
e 236,742 380,018 1 617,660 6,200 611,460 | 58,398
. 217,168 428,804 676,062 | 6,600 669,462 99,143
e ¢ 282,324 327,816 Glo,142 2,607,700 cl,897,068 . d 23,245
L 68,649 127,830 196,479 | 54,335 142,144« 26,466
I £4,457,800 4,756,067 9,213,963 2,870,197 6,343,764 !a 6,309,147

N

(Ret'rn wo. 131

¢ Decreage.

d Surplus.

a The Actunl Deficit on 30th June, 1928, was £6,295,84), the difference being due to a credit
balance of {13,208 at the commencement of the period inelnded 1 the return.
by TPrading Uimecerns.

& Includes £21,375

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR YEARS 1922-1923, 1023-1924, 1924-1923, 1925-1926,
1926-1927, 1927-1928.

1922-23 ...
1923-24 ...
1924-25 ...
1925-26 ...
1926-27 ...
1927-2s ...

Capital | Working  Interest I Sinking
Cost. Expeases, Charges ~ Fund,
P> PR I £

20819380 2,023,476 | 1,136,606 | 100,886
f30,341,ﬁus ; 3,092,282 | 1,186,766 | 192,751
32,200,890 | 3,007,680 | 1,230,788 | 196,158
13,675,991 ' 3,201,186 | 1,204,398 i 107,745
(34,606,907 | are007 | 1315,67 | 109,503
|:15,740,164 !3,746,600 | 1,M5,600 * 201,458

Total ‘
Cost,
£

4.260.968
1411790
4,524,626
4,783,320
4,996,264
5,203,667

2 e-
levenue.  Surplus. ficionoy

£ £ .
4,000,147 | ... | 250,821
4,358,080 | .. ' 23,9

4,577,204 | 52,578 l
[}

4,640,108 | ... |

£970.259 1 ... |

5208117 | 4,450 '

| 143,221

26,005
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[Return No. 14.]
SCMMARY OF PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR YEAR 1927-28,
R — . - I
—_ cg)p:tn\ ggmislg éﬂm S%n&.;gg 'l(‘)g:#l | Revenue. | Surplus. | Paficiency.
e |
g £ £ PR £ £ £
Railways 2,130,077 | 2,000,084 920,560 : 126,000 ¢ 8,049,053 | 3,815,298 - 114,355
Tramwayy 1,060,247 | 253,063 48,709 ! 2,498 | 304,362 | 319438 15,076
Electriclty | 922,905 | 191,467 4seer 2,387 | 237,481 i 247,440-. 9,059 |
Metropolitan Water Snpply... | 4,412,036 143,831 135,105 25,162 304,008 ! 324,000 20,802 :
Goldfields Water Supply ... [ 9,230,021 | 136,633 27,358 10,547 | 184,538 ' 184,900 10,620
Other Hydraulic Undertakings! 116,071 26,710 19,108 4,364 50,102 : 33,003 11,289
All other 3,500,117 01,801 ) 141,042 30,508 208,345 i 367,220 103,886 .
Total . 135,740,764 | 3,746,600 : 1,345,600 | 201,458 | 5,209,067 | 5,208,117 | 148,723 1 145,278
Net Surplus ! I - £4,450
[Return No. 15.]
RETURXN RELATING TO RAILWAYS.
.. R e
—_— | 1927-28. | 1928-27. i 1925-26. { 1924-25. | 1923-24, | 1022-23,
}
miles, miles. miles. milea. miles. miles,
Number of miles open 3,977 3,918 3,465 3,733 3,829 3,555
£ £ £ £ £ £
Capital Cost of Con- { Looan ... [21,488,643 20,023,104 |2,,368,658 119,520,070 18,310,711 (18,297,240
gtruction and '
Equipment  of
Lines open Revenne! 642,034 643,158 658,134 798,050 827,333 862,962
22,130,077 21,566,262 121,026,792 120,318,120 (19,638,044 :19,160.202
Working Expenses ... ...+ 2,003,084 2,684,728 | 2,619,712 | 2,361,760 | 2,307,380 | 2,210,851
Interest Charges .., ver 920,562 887,740 860,225 813,849 787,221 768,244
Total Aonual Cost ... | 3,823,653 3,572,468 | 3,379,937 | 3,175,609 | 3,004,601 | 2,970,005
Gross Revenue ... | 3,835,208 | 3,574,269 | 3,317,140 | 3,334,008 | 3,189,894 | 2,886,370
Surplus ven 11,645 ! 1,801 . 158,399 95,293
Deficiency debited to Con-
solidated Revenue, being
burden on Taxpayers ... . 62,797 92,726

These figures do not include Sinking Fund, estimated to be £126,000
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[Return No. 18.]

JASSEMBLY.]

RETURN RELATING TO TRAMWAYS.

1023-24.

— 1927-28. | 1926-27. | 1925-26. | 1824-23. 1922-23.
£ £ £, £ £ £
Capital Cost of Construction
and Equipment ... . | 1,060,247 983,140 049,929 932,317 012,089 850,965
Working Expenses ... o 253,085 234,507 | 234,332 229,362 225,678 207,542
Interest Charges ... .. | 48799 | 48236| 45155 | 44835 42813| 40410
Total Annual Cost N 301,864 280,743 279,487 204,197 208,521 247,961
Gross Revenue 319,438 295,032 287,714 232,418 275,402 263,668
Surplus e vee " 17,574 14,289 8,287 8,221 6,881 15,707
These figares do not include Sinkiny Fund, £€2,493, nor payments to Loocal
Authorities, £8,100.
{Return No. 17.]
RETURN RELATING TO ELECTRICITY.
— 1827-28. ] 1926-27. 1025-26, 1 1924-245. | 1923-24. ] 1922-23.
£ i £ £ £ £
Capital Cost of Construction :
and Equipment ... e | 922,305 895,629 880,042 | 804,128 800,227 1 754,921
Working Expenses ... v | 191,467 172,000 147,034 | 136,731 116,154 i 91,557
Interest Charges ... e -| 43,627 42,340 41,540 40,039 37,261 26,475
Total Annual Cost ... | 235,094 214,340 189,474 | 176,770 153,415 ' 118,032
Gross Revenue e | 247,440 221,221 205,073 | 136,867 162,796 [ 128,937
Surplusg 12,346 6,881 15,599 10,097 0,351 10,905
Doficioney ...

These figures do not include Sinking Fund, €2,387.




[Return No. 18.]

(27 SeprEMBer, 1928,]

1003

RETURN RELATING TO METRQPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE

e 1927-28. | 1926-27. | 1925-26. | 1924-25. | 1923-24, | 1922-23.
£ £ £ £ £ £
Capital Coat of Construction
and Equipment ... .. | 4,412,936 4,103,759 | 3,796,398 | 3,313,032 { 2,777,080 | 2,428,376
Working Expenses¥,., " 143,831 139,004 134,286 124,756 123,302 114,678
|
Interest Cbarges ... .. | 135105 125646 | 113,665 104,389 | 96,003 | 81,638
Sinking Fund .. .. | 25162 23,374 | 21,855 | 20205 18004 | 16,222
Total Annual Cost ... 304,008 1 288,024 269,808 249,350 231,309 212,638
I
Gross Revenue e 324,900 . 290,334 250,729 236,386 221,867 204,935
-
Surplus 20,802 l 2,310
Deficiency ... s .- e 1' es 19,077 12,964 156,632 7,803
*Includes Intereat and Sinking Fund on debentures, £33,510.
[Return No. 19.]
RETURN RELATING TO GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY.
—_— 1927-28 | 1928-:7 | 1925-26. | 1024-25. | 1023-24. | 1622-23.
£ £ £ £ £ £
Capital Cost of Construction
and Equipment ... - | 3,289,021 | 3,266,603 | 3,250,085 | 3,154,727 | 3,099,816 | 3,066,926
Working Expensesa ... .. | 136,633 | 133,432 | 128,858 | 131,467 | 132,450 | 131,381
Interest Charges s e 37,358 60,055 79,803 5,679 74,211 79,223
Sinking Fund ... - e 10,547 10,385 8,603 7,366 6,469 6,059-
Total Annual Cost .. 184,538 203,872 217,449 214,302 213,120 216,663
Gross Revenue e " 164,900 171,145 180,942 171,850 170,748 182,109
Defiociency e v . 19,629 32,729 36,607 42,542 42,372 34,564

@ Includes intereat on Debenture Capital.
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{Return No. 20.]

RETURN RELATING TO OTHER HYDRAULTC UNDERTAKINGS.

p— 1927-28. | 1926-27. i 1925-26. , 1924-25. I 1923-2+, | 1922-23._
. ' | i |

| .
£ £ £ £ |

£ ‘ £
Capital Cost of Construction '
and Equipment ... .. |. 416971 | 420,797 | 406,101 | 400,350 | 394,745 | 397,984

Working Egpenaoa b 26,719 27,483 30,385 27,040 | 27,844 29,388

. : 1 .
Intercst Charges 19,109 15,120 18,726 20,951 ¢ 20,401 ' 19,248
|

Sinking Fund ... .. .. 4,364 6,440 5,807 7951 | 7,822 7,306

Total. Annuat Cost ... 50,192 50,052 | 54,917 586,851 56,(;7_ ' 86,441
Gross Ravenue v ee . 38,003 36,792 37,548 33,720 32,220 29,580
Deficiency . ... .. .. { 11,789 13,260 17,069 23,125 23841 | 20,852

Return No. 21,
RETURN RELATIVE T0O OTHER UTILITIES FOR 1927.1928.

- t
Utillttes, : Cg:{: lt:t,c. gg':;'.'g_ (I:a:err;g: Totn&l:;:anual Rgvr;::e l " Surplue. | Deficiency.
. £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Fremantle Harbour Trust ... 2,444,235 . 97,547 97,537 250,057 | 152,520 -
Buabury Harbonr Board ... 146,628 20,525 20,525 15,250 5,275
ftata Batterles 411,099 22,712 14,420 42,132 19,100 23,082
Aboriglaes Statlon ... ... 20,867 8,079 ' 1,269 7,348 5,141 2,207
Albaay Cool Stores... .. [ 20,015 1,880 937 2,817 854 2,183
Perth City Markets 20,000 1,718 1,713 1,562 151
Metropoiltan Abattoirs ... 52,347 36,534 4,907 are4l | 34,048 13,607
Ealgooriie Abattolrs 4,360 3,008 420 1,488 ; 9,245 243
Butter Factorles: ... 651 '
Tourlst Resarts . .. .. ! 23,216 14,815 1.027 15842 17,272 1430
wotal ... .1 3seon17 | eLgel | lanosr '"?.q;:g;;r‘scf,zga‘ lerast | ssorl
Estimated Sinking Fand... ! N 30,500
KET SORPLOS ... ; £103,886
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ESTIMATED CASH POSITION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES FOR YEAR ENDING
30rn JUNE, 1920,

!
' Fsumated 1928-x9, Balance,
Ltems. :
li Receipta, | Payments, | Deliciency. BSurplua,
, £ £ ! £ £
Aborigines Cattle Stations (Moola Bulle and !
Avon Valley) . e ' 3,600 7,158 3,068
Albany Cold Stores . i 1,060 1,060
Goldfields Water Supply Lndermkmg I 165,000 142,032 - 22,968
EKalgoorlie Abatteirs ... : 3,000 2,393 607
Metropolitan Abattoirs and Sale Yards s ! 45,000 28,807 16,193
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and |
Drainage . s . 360,000 146,188 213,812
Other Hydraulic Underta.l;mgs e - 41,000 35,300 5,700
Perth City Markets . ™ 1,570 788 782
Railwaye .- 4,200,000 3,125,000 1,075,000
Tramways ... 332,000 260,000 72,000
Electricity Supply .- 272,000 209,000 63,000
State Batteries 16,725 27,105 10,380
Cave House, ete. ... 20,000 | 14,825 | 5,175
5,459,895 | 3,099,656 | 14,998 | 1,475,237
UL v— i
Net Surplus ... .. | ! £1,460,239
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RAILWAYS.—STATEMENT SHOWING TONNAGE AND EArNINGS ON (GooDs CARRIED.

] 1927-1928, 1926-1027. 1925-1824, 1024-1025, 1023-1024,
Class of Goode, Percentage Parcantage Percentage Percontagol ER I‘l’emtago
Toonage. of Tonpage. of Tonnage, of Tonoage. of Tonnage, of
noe Total, o8 N Total, Total,
Coal, Coke, und Oharooal . o 0 240,011 8-88 242,473 728 ’ 200,020 6-00 212,040 9-80 109,701 8-82
Ores and-other Minerals 678812 18-89 580232 | 1788 | 528,862 | 16-00 560,951 17-64 504,246 | 17-23
Woal . | 70 21,834 0:64 18,041 +54 15,242 -48 16,808 54
Hay, Stnw md Ohall' 2.23 88,040 2-69 100,113 3-10 118,683 3-87 116,102 a-97
Wheat - 23-68 688,745 19-88 400,086 1500 567,410 17-85 458,381 15-66
Uther Grain and Flour - 450 , 088 490 ' 176,277 5568 150,945 6-03 162,681 556
Plrewood e - 10-01 331,457 11-43 . 441,826 14-08 2,20 13-28 455,345 1556
Local Timber e - 15-42 408,640 18+08 619,037 1972 506,310 18-75 540,870 18-78
Ilmperted Timber ... e 5,540 -16 4,861 0-156 4,135 <13 4,835 16 6,052 +17
l"l'lllt. and Gaeden Pmduos - 56,364 1-64 84,441 1-98 55,977 1-78 59,362 1-87 59,388 203
Fortillzers ... .- . . 217,141 0-04 190,807 672 170,834 544 147,481 4:64 123,119 421
All otber yoods e +ee . 365,144 10-18 328 (i) 9-85 822,0 10-26 819,438 10-05 277.352 0-40
Total ... e 3,584,405 100-00 | 3,338,113 100-G0 |3.139,019 100-00 | 3,179,740 10000 2,927,512 100-00
1027-1928. 1828-1027, 1925-1826, 1924-1026, 1023-1924,
Clazs of Goods, Porcentage Percemtage Porcentage Percentage *Pemntlgo
E 5 of E of Earniogs. of Eamnings, of Earolngs. of
aminge Total ormings | o tal. Total. Total. ® | Total,
1

£ £ £ [ £ £ £ £ £
Coal, Coke, and Charcoal ... o 130,700 b5-20 127,698 5-61 112,280 5-54 108,142 5-28 104,881 54D
Orea and other Minerals ... 150,004 a-08 132,862 5-856 120,785 596 125,447 8-07 118,084 8:18
. W321 3.78 80,011 3:52 58,601 2.89 60,27 2+48 3, 2:70
Hay Bt.rnw. und Chuﬂ - 62,824 2-54 68,868 3-03 78,045 3.0 85,201 4-18 23,8 4+30
Wheat . e | ssesM1| =1.7e 03020 [ 1777 302,945 | 14-95 349,258 | 16-10 283,708 | 14-86
Other Graln and Flonr ... 01,761 8-72 92,748 4-08 96,865 178 1,81 4:45 90,57 e
Firewood ™ . 35,009 1-44 37,675 1-85 44,070 2-17 44,146 219 &1,148 2-88
Local Tlmbar . . 901,237 15-84 422 873 1B-80 416,080 20-85 404,200 1956 384,711 20-14
Imported Ti: b 8,662 -14 5,112 -id 2,784 «14 3,32 -16 3,402 -18
Fruit and Garden Produce 72,857 2-84 -76,850 8-87 71,946 8-52 71,062 344 71,5619 3-73
Fertilisers e o 76,043 3-07 68,025 2:90 57,132 2-82 51,123 247 k 214
Ali other gooda s . 825,602 33:44 750, 120 83-32 670.535 33-08 082,851 83-03 824,028 82-87
Total oo .. 2,460,771 | 100-00 | 2,273,510 | 100-00 | 2,027,000 | 100-00 | 2,066,802 | 100-00 | 1,910,128 | 100-00

900T
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Rullway Revanoe
Rallway Milaage ... '
Wool exported ...
*Wheat produced (bushets)
*Hay produced (tons)
Gold produced
Timber exported ...
Coal produced
Other Minerala (exported)
tNumber of Bheep -
tNomber of Cattle
Number of Horses
Area of land selected (acres)

™

Aren of Isnd leased (ncres)

o Area of Jand under opltl-
vation

*Aren of Iand under crop
acres

Tonnage Shipping, Inwarda

Toonage Shipping, Outward

Exports, includieg Gold ...

Exports, exoluding Gold ...

Importa ... . o

State Snvimu Baok De-

St.nh Savlngl Bank With-
drowsls d

Exoeas of Arrivals over De-

partures
Copulation ...

TRADE, PRODUCTION, POPULATION, Erc.

1822-23, 1ve3-24,

3,555 8,600
£8,232,500 £1,237,162
13,857,432 18,620,871

467,371 308,122
¢ £2,204,257 ¢ £2,186,563

£097,454 £1,967,719
£372,180  £305,507
£143,808  £130,158
6,084,136 6,505,867
030,608 959,764
181,150 181944
1,880,270 1,896,083
7,805,220 20,380,282
8,805,282 8,896,204
2,274,998 2,323,070
3,166,126 3,007,388
3,087,946 3,101,100

£11,105,220 £14,123,289
£8,858,726 £11,708,680
£13,777,679 £14,304,145
£5,321.016 £5,000,012
£5,980,578 £3,004,923
3,132
344,110

1374
360,362

191516,  1016-17.  1017-16,  1018-19,  1910-20,  1020-21,  1921-22,
we TE2,217.250 T£2,004,148 §£1,070,933 952,012,911 9£2,463,186 V82,015,011 U£9,054,258 Y£8,150,037 183,406,207
9,352 3,425 3,401 3,689 8,530 3,530 8,530
£1,273,183  £1,420201  £535810 S1,052,141 £3,037,000 £2,388,110 £3,202,145
18,280,953 16,103,218 9,308,787 5,846,387 11,222,050 12,248,080 13,904,721
305172 236,980 267,188  £50,014 376,025 264,244 388,720
£4,803,206 £4,801,608 £3,024,107 £3,580,060 ¢£2,637,002 ££2,425852 £2,385.753
£442,014  £310,083  £274,280  £832,880  £465,734 £1,197.223  £1,040,640
£140,388  £182,852  £102,248  £219,2060  £311,791  £393,42¢  £404,521
£155219  £189,12¢  £276,856  £247,601  £218,007  £190,304  £35,68¢
4803850 5,520,960 6,384,100 7,083,747 6,097,051 0,532,065 6,008,177
821,048 863,030 027,098 043,847 880,644 540,808 893,108
183,006 169,750 178,151 180,004 174,010 178,684 180,334
308,500 235,040 547,583 811,185  1,489,88¢ 1,728,455 1,924,129
8,175,504 9,845,516 20,383,357 39,671,708 10,178,124 20,354,785 28,641,868
8,050,374 7,822,540 7,687,820 7,682,716 7,825,619 7,583,272 7,704,242
2,180,460 2,004,944 1,670,772 1,605,088 1,823,189 1,804,988 1,001,680
2,491,587 2,548,339 1,094,000 2,122,499 2,880,040 2,843,470 3,281,502
2,402,875 2,557,088 1,102,205 2,111,804 2,650,302 2,826,686 3,281,366
£8,040,834 £14,683,027 £5807,335 £10,622,676 £16,009,700 £12,258,630 £13,624,883
£4.705057 £5,502,066 £3,607,335  £5,027,471 612,010,002 £10,440,617 £10,647,524
£8,683,000 £0,385,010 £7,640,233 £8,023,000 £12,368.33) £14,830,241 £12,037,770
£3,010,97¢ £9,5623851 £3,000,075 £4,415732 £6,045930 £8,142.758 £5,276,218
£3,828,187 £3,471,050 £3,640,208 £4,128,101 £5030576 £6,223,808 £5,671,530
b 14,118 & 12,088 b 2,764 7,488 4,795 b 1,077 1,557
318,008 306,207 308,232  $10,838 330,172 333,644 340,050

192425,
1£9,016.428
3,788
£3,736,300
28,887,307
448,525
61,801,310
£1,477,007
£971,152
£151,808
5,399,564
801,564
175,116
1,684,063
20,800,082
9,009,933
2,710,858
8,000,228
8,651,520
£14,804,548
13,978,719
£16,074,035
£5,790,113
£5,940,595
2,740
368,027

1w5-29,
9£3,004,014
9,565
£3,527,865
20,471,177
355,200
£1,800,141
£1,522,068
£864,304
£118,021
6,801,705
895,011
170,508
2,029,671
8,031,282
9,757,180
2,082,110
3,268,883
9,250,152
£14,5681,657
£18,521,377
£16,462,572
£6,812,143
£6,001,332
2,868
375,158

1920-27.  1927-E8.
1£3,869,300 9 £4,154,73¢
8,018 8,977
£3,518,818 24,002,010
30,021,814 a 335,200,000
128,839 416,549
£1,781,062  £1,708,024
£1,068,018  £1,205,321

£405770  £414,451
£75,656 £02,389
746,700 B,447.¢50
827,308 846,735
106,463 165,021
2,170,616 2,147,202
10,823,845 11,105,000
10,474,172 a 11,486,749
3,324,623 a 8,720,000
3,763,057 a 5,000,000
1,796,564 a 4,000,000
£18,151,059 £18,240,775
£14,048,867 £17,509,004
£18,378,0¢3 §18,287,874
£7,057,817  £7,002,142
£6,742,308  £7,401,004
4,057 a 9,880
385043 o 400,047

* Season ended 28th February,

Arrivals,

Year onded 316t December,

T
¢ Ares cropped, cleared, fallowed, ringbarked, otc.

§ locludiag Perth Tramways.
4 Nat includiag 3choot 8avings Bank.

a Preliminary Beures, liable to revision.

& Excess of Departures over
e Exclugive of premium reallsed on export eales,

{4761 ‘amewardag Lz)
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BILL—-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Returned from the Conneil withont
amendment,

BILIL—LAND AGENTS,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MB. MANN (Perth) [7.53] ;: I realise
that some amendment of the law relating
to the business of land agents is necessary,
However, following up remarks made yes-
terday by the member for West Perth (Mr,
Davy), I feel that the Bill will not reaech
the class of men who have recently been
committing frauds in dealing with land. A
measure compelling the licensing of all land
sellers 15 necessary; but if it is desired to
reach the elass of men who have been com-
mitting frands in this State during the last
couple of years with regard to land sales,
it would be better to amend the Criminal
Code. The men in guestion appear to me
to be more or less confidence men, men who
would be well gualified to tell the story of
the rich uncle who died in Fiji, or to sell a
gold brick, or float a bogus mine, or use any
means except honest ones to get a living.
They blow into this State and begin to
operate in land. If we tie the hands of land
agents and interfere with their business, it
will not be the means of preventing such
frauds. If the men in question are debarred
from continuing frands conneeted with land,
they will resort to the story of the rich uncle,
or the gold brick, or the fabulously wealthy
mine. In introducing the Bill the Minister,
without mentioning names, gave the police
records of some of these alleged land agents.
He stated that they ecame from different
parts of the world, were well known to the
police in the Bastern States, and were re-
puted to be confidence men. For the last
two - years they have had a merry career
here.

The Premier :
eareer.

Mr. MANN: Yes, so far as they them-
selves are eoncerned. One syndicale of these
men purchased for £250 an ares of land
sitoated somewhere in the scrub between
North Perth and Wannerco. - Thereupon
they went intc the country and exploited the
farmers by selling for £1,785 & little over
one-third of the land which had been bought
for £250 in all.

And a very profitable

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Panton: The farmers must have been
doing pretty well.

Mr. MANN: In one instance these men
went 5o far as to prevail on a farmer to sell
his farm.

The Premier: To buy this suburban land?

Mr, MANN: Yes. He sold his farm and
invested the proceeds in this area of land.

Mr. Kenneally: He sold his land and
bought a pup,

Mr. MANN: The Minister refrained from
mentioning names, and I will do the same,
but I will give particulars of one ecase in
which these men obtained £2,400 from a
farmer at York. There a man drove up to

.a young fellow who was fallowing in the

field, and asked to be directed to some road.
The young fellow began to direet him, and
they got into conversation. The man told
bim that he was a land agent.from Perth.
He drew from the young fellow that he and
his father owned some valuable blocks of
land at Cottesloe. “Oh,” said the agent,
“I have a buyer for that land; I have a man
who wants to acquire Cottegloe land.” The
young fellow said, “You will have to see my
father about it.” So the young fellow
knocked off work on the farm, and they
harnessed up a horse and drove to the
father's house. The land agent was duly
introduced, and he prevailed on the father
to get into a motor car and come to Perth,
There the old gentleman wag persnaded to
sell his Cottesloe blocks for £750, which
amount, together with £250 in the form of
promissory notes, was taken as a deposit of
£1,000 on the purchase of 20 blocks of land
somewhere in the serub. This business took
some days, though I am telling it in a few
minutes. Having come to Perth, the party
had to return to York in order to get the
deeds of the Cottesloe land from the bank.
The banker tried to prevail on the old
farmer not to part with his land before
making sure that the deal was all right.
However, the old farmer was indignant
that the banker should think it was not
all right, and the story ends with his part-
ing with the deeds of the valuable land
at Cottesloe .and with his eash. The
House and Land Agents’ Association desire as
far as possible to put a stop to such frands,
They inserted half-column advertisements
in the newspapers warning the people in the
counfry distriets about these individuals who
were operating frandulently in land trans-
actions. Following on that, a couple of men
dreve along to a farmer in one of the coun-
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try districts, and sold to him two blocks of
land at £15 each. A couple of days Jater a
swellish young man drove along in a mofor
car and saw the farmer, He said, “T am an
inspector appointed by the House and
Land Agents’ Association. You will have
uoticed from the newspapers that there have
lieen a lot of frauds perpetrated on farmers
by people who have sold land to them. I
have been asked by the asociation to see
farmers and endeavour to prevent the con-
tinuation of these frauds. Have you had
any of those men along to see you?' The
farmer yeplied, “Yes. I bought two blocks
from a couple of men a few days age.” The
vonng fellow asked him if he had seen the
men gince, and the farmer replied, “Yes,
they eame back and wanted to buy the two
blocks from me. The man who actually sold
the blocks to me came with another man
who wanted to buy them. He told me that
my blocks were in the centre of the estate
and the owner, who wanted to sell his pro-
perty, could not do so unless he secured the
two blocks that T had bought.” The young
fellow asked him if the men were coming
baek to see him, and the farmer told him
that they had stated they would return that
day. On hearing that, the young fellow said
he weould wait and see them, During the
afterneon the two men arrived. The swel-
lish young chap, who said he was an in-
speetor, introduced himself to the men and
said, “If you don’t mind, I wish to be pre-
sent while you continue discussing the deal.
I am acting on behalf of the House and
Land- Agents’ Association.” The men said
they did not mind, and so the young fellow
waited while the negotiations took place be-
tween the farmer and the two men who
wished to buy the blocks. TDuring the dis-
cussion the young fellow took the farmer
outside and said to him, “Vou have these
fellows in the palm of your hand. Appar-
ontly you have the key of the position. They
have 40 blocks to well but they cannot sell
without your two blocks. Den’t vou sell your
blocks unless they let you into this scheme,
‘They are going to get £150 each for their
40 blocks. Don’t vou sell your blocks unless
they give you a ehance to buv 20 blocks at
£100 each. That will give yon a chance of
making £1,000. Yoo will he ahle to sell
vour 20 blocks with their 40 blocks.” The
farmer thought that seemed all right and
they returned to the room. The farmer said,
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“] will =ell you my two blocks if you let me
into the secheme.” The men asked him what
he wanted, to which the farmer replied that
he wanted 20 blocks at £100 each. The two
men reckoned that was too mueh, but sub-
sequently they agreed, but it was stipulated
that it should be a cash transaction. The
farmer ngreed to that, and he purchased 20
blocks at £100 each, so as fo get into the
scheme, He handed over his £2,000 and got
his 20 blocks, That was how that deal
finished up. The farmer still has bis 20
blogks!

AMr. Panton: The rich unecle gag is a fool
to that!

Mr. MANN: These men adopt varying
methods and schemes in different places.
They apply themselves to conditions as they
find them. In one instance they prevailed
on a farmer to sell his farm, and so they
went on from place to place. In all prob-
ability these men got away with anything
from £40,000 to £50,000, perhaps more. We
will nol effectively deal with men of this
deseription by passing the Bill. All it will
do wi'l be to drive them out of fraudulent
dealings in land, and leave them free to run
loose and deal fraundulently in something
else, These men are of a type that if we
drive them from Western Australia, they
wili go to another country and carry on the
same mode of living.

Mr, Kemneally: Does the hon. member
want them to stay here?

My, MANN: No.

Mr. Griffiths: They come back like the
photograph enlargement people.

Mr. MANN: We will not stop this frand-
nlent dealing, merely becanse we make it
difficul for them to deal in land. We will
still Jeave it open for these people to con-
tinue fraudulent dealings.

Mr. Kenneally: Under the law as it
exists now, it is open to anyone to do
that, should he so desire.

Mr. MANN: TPerhaps sa, but T will in-
dicate what suggestion 1 bave to make to
deal with the position.

Mr. Kenneally: You can legislate againsl
robbery, but you cannot prevent robbery
zoing on.

Mr. MANN:
Code reads—

Section 412 of the Criminal

Any person who conspires with another by
deceit or any fraudulent means to affect the
market price of anything publiely sold, or to
defraud the public, or any person, whether a
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particular person ot not, or to extort any pro-
perty from any person, is guilty of a crime,
and is liable to imprisonment with hard labour
for seven years,

If that section is not broad enough, it ean
be broadened, or also another section added
to the Criminal Code. Itis alleged that some
of those men were previously operating in
Africa where they worked a fraudulent
motor car insurance scheme. I do not
know, hut probably the anthorities in South
Afriea took drastie steps to prevent thoso
individuals from ecoutivning their fraudu-
lent operations. The result was that the
men crossed the sea to Australin, where they
have indulged in their land operations. If
we make it too warm for themn here, they will
g0 to New Zealand and start another elass
of fraud. T am surprised that the auihori-
ties here did not give them a fly on some of
the charges that are known. There is one
instance of whiech I have particulars that
seems to me a clear case of conspiraey.

Hon. G, Taylor: And of fraud.

Mr. MANN: There is no doubt abouf
the frand, but it seems to wme more than
that; a clear case of conspiracy. I refer to
the instance in which these people prevailed
on the farmer to sell his farm and put his
money into land. They hrought him to
Perth and introduced him to some other peo-
ple. He was a hit dubious and did not
want to go on with the deal, The result was
that they introduced him to some other peo-
ple who suggested that they would go into it
together and buy 20 blocks. Then one man
said that he would buy 15 blocks and sug-
gested that the farmer should buy five
blocks. The farmer thought that if it was
good enough for such a well-dressed gentle-
man to take 15 blocks, it would lbe good
enough for him to take five blocks. The
farmer then went home and signed the
documents, Before doing so he eave an
order on one of the leading stoek agents,
who had also sold him the farm, to collect
the monev. On his return home, the farmer
thought it was not good enouch, so he ean-
celled the authority for drawing the money.
These people went to town and zot hol? of
him. They used their persuasive powers and
got him to revoke the order, with the re.
sult that the money was fortheoming. T ean-
not go too far into the details of some of
these cases because civil action is likely to
be taken, and T understand that libel actions
are threatened. I have given some parti-

[ASSEMBLY.]

culars, however, to indicate the type of men
who have been concerned in these transae-
tions. They are not men who come here to
settle down permanently in business. They
are men who blow in and, to use a sporting
phrase, make a welter of it from the begin-
ning,

Mr. XKenneally: And then blow out.

Mr, Clydesdale: What is the meaning of
“making a welter of it”?

Mr. MANN: The bon. member is often
aceused of making a welter of it himself.
That is the position. We have the benefit
of the eonsolidated Criminal Code, wherea=
in South Australia they had not that ad-
vantage, and therefore introduced a speeial
Act to cover this partieular class of offence.
"Phat explains why such a eomprehensive
measnre was introduced in South Australia.
We do not need anything of the sort here
because we have the Criminal Code, which is
wide enough to cover every class of crime.
I repeat that I am still amazed that the
people who conducted sueh fraudulent oper-
ations in Western Australia, were not put
on their trial in connection with some of
their transactions. The section of the Crim-
inal Code T quoted easily covers the cases,
the particnlars of whieh T have given. The
member for West Perth (Mr. Davy) dealt
with the Bill from a technieal aspect, and
pointed out the diffieulties that would con-
front honest business firms carrying on in
this State. Those people arc men who
have the respect of the community, and
they have heen here for the whole of
their lifetime. They are men above sus-
picion. The Rill will make it difficult for
them to carry on their business, but it will
not stop the operations of men who have
oceasioned the introduction of this legis-
lation. T understand that the South Ans-
i-alion land agents desired the introduction
of the Bill there, hecause they wanted their
ealling to be protected. T believe they have
fourd out that the legislation has not done
all they desired. On the other hand, it hns
hampered their business operations, and the
men  against whom the legislation was
aimed, merely shifted from South Austra-
Ha to Western Australia. T have given
these few partienlars at this stage because
T desire to indicate to hon. members the
reason why the Bill was introduced. [
wished them to gain from the particulnix
[ was able ta supply, confirmation of what
the Minister has already stated. Several
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ol the persons who had been vietimised
came o see me, and 1 discussed the frauds
with them. I sent them on to the Criminal
Investigation Department. Partieulars of
their cases were submitted by the Criminal

Investigation Department to the Crown
Law Department, but the lailer ad-
vised that there was doubt as to

whether crimipal prosccutions would sue-
ceed. I do net think that is the right view
to take of such matters. 1 do not think
it should be a question whether such pro-
seeutions would suceced, but rather what
was in the inferesis of the community
zenerally. T am convinced that prosecutions
would have been justified in several of
these instances. In my opinion, there was
2 good chance of those prosecutions sne-
ceeding. The Minister will be wise if, fol-
lowing the suggestion of the member for
West Perth, he refers the Bill to a seleet
committee, so that the good clauses in it
might be used, while those that tend to
obstruetion could be deleted and replaced
with better provisions. Then if we thought
it was stili necessary to enlarge the Crim-
inal Code, adding to it some new clauses to
deal with these men, that could be done.
For these men, even if driven away to-day,
will come hack again next year.

Mr, Lindsay: Yes, they are a perpetnal
menace.

The Premier:
fall for them,

Mr. MANN: I am reminded that the
Premier himself is a farmer, and T am won-
dering whether he would be immune from
the danger of falling for some of the
schemes these agents put up. It is easy to
say the farmer is caught without trouble,
but the same may be said of innumerable
people in other walks of life.

Mr. Davy: There will be people eanght
hy the thimble rigger at the Royal Show,
probably.

Mr. MANN: I agree with the member
for West Perth that the Bill will not be
effective, but will be obstrnetive, and there-
fore should be referred to a select com-
mittee,

None hnt a farmer would

ME. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.171: The
Bill is & pretty comprehensive one, and if
it were referred to a select committee it
might result in our getting something more
suitable, Still, I eannot see why land agents
shonld be thought fo be the only rogmes in
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the country when it comes to selling some-
thing. T bave seen selling shares, men who
were just as much confidence tricksters as
any land agent. It has been suggested here
that generally farmers are the people who
are taken down,

Mr. Panton: They are the only people
who liave any money.

Mr. LINDSAY : I do not know about that.
Certainly the average farmer has a lot of
debts, and as a rule he can raise money
only hecause he has also some assets. I
have had expericnee of land agents, and I
can well nnderstand how it is the farmer
is often taken down by them.

Mr. Sampson: Is this a confession?

Mr. LINDSAY: No. I have never been
taken down, The reason i3 because the
farmer lives widely separated from his
neighbours, and it is the usual practice that
when any man comes on to a farm the
farmer treats him as a guest.

Mr. Davy: The visitor usually comes af
meal time,

Mr. TLINDXSAY: When a man does arrive,
the courteous farmer treats him as a guest,
and is not prepared to say anything nasty
to him. Tntil the farmer finds his visitor
to be a rogue, he is always prepared to treat
him as an honest man.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is what they call
the lead-up.

Mr. LINT}SAY: When a man arrives on
a farm at menl time, he is invited to have
a feed. Then it is he has the opportunity to
eonvince the farmer or his good lady that
this land or that share is a good proposition.
When one comes to a house in the eity, he
is not asked inside to have a feed.

Mr. Davy: No, You have to get your foot
in the door

Mr. LINDSAY: Let me give an experi-
ence illustrating why it is the farmer is
often taken down. I have met some of these
agents with sueh persunasive powers that I
think they are a menace to the country when
out of gaol. I was chairman of a road board
in my district. One evening I went to a
function in the town. The bank manager
said to me, “T have a gentleman T wish to
introduce to you” I saw a very smart-
looking individual and, assuming it was he
whom the bank manager wanted me to know,
I was not surprised when he came up and
introduced himself. But he was treating all
and sundry to drinks and cigars, and think-
ing him a bit too liberal I became suspicions
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of him. Later he said to me, “I want to
have a talk with yon.” Somewhere about 12
o'clock, before leaving for home, I said to
him, “If you want to see me, what’s it all
about?” He said, “I am coming down to
the farm to sce you.” I tried to put hiw
off, but sure enongh he came. He did noi
succeed in selling me a block of land, but he
produced books eontaining the names of
every prominent man in that district, and
assured me they all had bought from bim
blocks of land at North Beach. I did not
buy a block, for the reason that 1 had
already bought one at a lower price than he
was asking, and so I was not going to have
another at an enhanced price. However,
this man followed me everywhere. One day
I went to the railway siding. ‘The train had
just eome in, and I saw this man handing
out schnappers to all and sundry. I said,
“I may be able to beat a land shark, but
when he has a sea shark to assist him, I had
hetter get out”” The man who had brought
him out to my farm to see me was the most
substantial agent in the disirict. Apparently
they were both implicated in the business.

Mr. Clydesdale: Did this fellow give the
bank manager any schnapper?

Mr. LINDSAY: He may have done. 1
saw a number of prominent loeal residents
to whom he had given schnapper. Later I
decided to come to Perth. That man fol-
lowed me to Goomalling in a motor ear,
where he left the car and got into a train
with me and tried his best to get me to take
a block of land. Subsequently there was
some ftrouble about it in the “Sunday
Times,” and a case was taken to court,
When the case was being heard, two hard-
headed farmers of my district decided to
come down and assist in getling a convie-
fion. On their return I said, “How did you
get on? Did you sign the paper saying
vou were dissatisfied?’ 'They said, “No,
We signed another saying we were satis-
fied. You see, he took us down to the Qcean
Beach hotel and drove us about everywhere
in & motor car. We had a bottle of cham-
pagne with him, and so in the end we reck-
oned the time we had had was worth it.”

Mr. Davy: Which of them should have
heen punished? The erook agent or those
farmers?

Mr. LINDSAY: After being in that
man’s eompany for some time, I realised
that he was & menace to everybody. It was
no trouble to him to persuade people to buy
something they did not want. Then there
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was another case. A man used to drive up
to a farm in a motor ecar, get out, take ofl
his motoring cap, put on a helmet, hook 2
wialking-stick ncross his arm, walk up to
the door, knock, get his foot inside, and
then he could nof be got out until the far.
mer had bought shaves from him.

M, Clydesdale: YWhat about lady ean-
vassers?

Mr. LINDSAY: They do not come
through my distriet. 1 agree that the Bill
is hecessary, and [ agree with the member
for YPerth that if we deprive these land
agents of theiv oceupation they will eer-
tainly take up something else in the con-
fidence trick line. All they are doing iz to
get inte the confidence of people in arder
to sel] them blocks of land. I agree with
the member for West Perth that the Bill
should be referved to a seleet commitiee. I
do not helieve the select committee will deal
with the Rill in the way the member for
Coolgardie dealt with his Bill, for there is
something in this one. I should certainly
like to see steps taken to check those people
who go around a district making misrepre-
sentutions to induce peopte to buy land or
shares or other things.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 8.27 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

BILL—EULJA EBASTWARD
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Read a third time and passed,



